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Welcome  to  The  Commemorative  Trail  Summer  Issue  -  1996 


We  hope  you  believe  our  journal  is  meeting  your  requirements  for  informative  and  entertaining 
reading.  However,  without  your  input  we  are  unable  to  fulfill  our  responsibilities  to  present  the  u best 
bargain  in  numismatics.  ”  Please  submit  your  articles  today;  we  need  your  involvement  to  make  this 
publication  ours  in  every  sense  of  the  word l 


TABLE  OF  CONTENTS 


Cover  Photo . Page  4 

Please  Mark  Your  Calendars!  .  Page  4 

Letters  to  the  Editor . Page  4 

Attention,  Members  .  Page  9 

The  Carver-Washington  Half  Dollars .  Page  10 

A  Golden  Santa  Maria .  Page  14 

An  1892  Columbian  50C  Box  Coin .  Page  15 

Reminder .  Page  16 

Iowa  Half  Dollar:  Part  22,  Of  Whatever  Design .  Page  17 

Reminders .  Page  25 

Visiting  Point  Pleasant,  Ohio .  Page  26 

Recommended  Reading .  Page  33 

Please  Note!  .  Page  33 

Awards!  Awards!  Awards!  . Page  34 

Let’s  Hear  It  Again  for  Dave!  .  Page  36 

A  Return  to  the  Oregon  Trail .  Page  37 

Comments  From  a  Collector .  Page  42 

New  Members  .  Page  43 

Donations .  Page  43 

Society  Membership  Application .  Back  Cover 


3 


COVER  PHOTO:  The  Numismatic  Literary  Guild  “Bash”  at  the  Denver  ANA  Anniversary 
Convention  was,  as  always,  a  momentous  occasion.  It  was  the  second  year  in  a  row  our  publication,  The 
Commemorative  Trail ,  was  recognized  as  the  Best  National  Club  Publication  for  its  Fall-Winter  1995 
issue.  What  a  thrill  to  accept  such  a  great  honor  again  from  this  distinguished  organization!  (I  was  told 
we  need  a  3-peat  now!)  A  big  thanks  to  all  the  contributing  authors  who  made  this  award  possible. 
Many  of  our  members  were  also  honored,  and  their  accomplishments  are  noted  in  the  “Awards”  section 
of  this  journal.  [Photo  courtesy  of  Roy  T.  Iwata  (R-0566,  CA).] 


PLEASE  MARK  YOUR  CALENDARS! 


The  Society  holds  its  meetings  at  9  a.m. 
on  Saturday  at  the  major  numismatic  conventions: 
the  Florida  United  Numismatists  (FUN)  Show  in 
January;  the  three  Long  Beach  Coin  & 
Collectibles  Expos  in  February,  June,  and 
September;  the  ANA  Early  Spring  Convention  in 
March  and  Anniversary  Convention  in 
July/August;  and  the  Spring  Central  States 
Numismatic  Society  Convention  in  April.  Please 
be  sure  to  attend  our  meetings,  as  we  all  benefit 
from  the  programs  and  discussions  occurring  at 
these  shows. 


Bill  Fivaz  (LM-025,  GA)  gave  his 

acclaimed  program,  “Name  That  Comment,”  at  the  Denver  ANA  Anniversary  Convention.  As  usual, 
attendees  learned  to  look  more  closely  at  their  coins.  Charles  D.  Horning  (R-0332,  KY),  Ken  Lowe 
(R-2159,  OH),  and  Charles  J.  Ricard  (R-0080,  IL),  et  al.,  engaged  in  a  lively  discussion  relating  to 
counterstamped  Clevelands  and  the  counterfeit  1944  ANA  badge. 

At  the  September  Long  Beach  Expo,  Jerry  Yahalom  (R-1060,  CA)  presented  his  and  wife 
Mary’s  (R-1784,  CA)  slide  presentation  on  California’s  commemoratives.  It  is  obvious  all  the  effort  and 
time  they  put  into  this  program,  and  it  is  especially  interesting  because  it  contains  some  previously 
unpublished  documentation  and  information. 


*  *  * 


LETTERS  TO  THE  EDITOR 


We  are  always  pleased  to  hear  from  our  members. 

The  following  letter  is  from  Stephen  R.  Fahy  (R-1713,  VA): 
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SUSCC: 


Attached  is  a  check  for  $65.00.  $40.00 
is  for  dues  for  1997  and  1998,  and  $25.00  is  a 
donation  to  the  Society  for  whatever  you  feel  is 
necessary.  I  appreciate  all  the  hard,  and  usually 
unrecognized,  effort  that  goes  into  publishing  the 
journal  and  running  the  Society.  Thanks  again. 

(Editor’s  Note:  Steve,  your  payment  of 
two  years  ’  dues  and  generous  donation  will  help 
the  Society  immeasurably.  Thank  you  very  much! 
As  you  already  know  by  now,  the  effort  and  time 
that  go  into  our  journal  have  been  recognized  by 
the  Numismatic  Literary  Guild.  What  better  honor 
am  concerned !) 


could  SUSCC  receive?  None,  as  far  as  1,  the  editor, 


Next  is  a  letter  from  Lee  H.  Gong  (R-1777,  CA): 


Dear  Helen: 

Enclosed  is  a  check  for  the  amount  of  $20.00  for  SUSCC  dues.  I  would  like  to  thank  you  for 
making  ANA  so  special  for  my  son,  Devin,  and  myself.  We  appreciate  the  time  you  took  to  talk  with 
us  at  the  CONECA  table.  Your  presence  at  both  the  CONECA  and  ANA  banquets  made  the  occasions 
very  special.  I  know  you  have  a  very  busy  schedule.  Again,  thank  you. 

(Editor’s  Reply:  Lee,  it  was  my  pleasure  to  meet  some  of  the  wonderful  people  who  are  active 
in  CONECA.  I  was  able  to  chat  with  dedicated  numismatists,  who  had  been  only  “ names”  to  me 
previously.  For  those  in  our  Society  who  are  not  familiar  with  this  club,  CONECA  stands  for  the 
Combined  Organizations  of  Numismatic  Error  Collectors  of  America.  CONECA  issues  a  fascinating, 
bimonthly  publication,  Errorscope,  which,  although  not  focusing  on  commemorative s ,  does  educate  the 
collector  about  errors  and  varieties  in  all  series  of  coins.  Membership  applications  may  be  obtained  from 
Ken  Hill,  P.  O.  Box  18943,  Seattle,  WA  98118-0943.  Please  include  the  four-digit  suffix  to  zip  codes 
for  mailing.  Annual  dues  for  adults  are  $20.00;  YNs,  under  18  years  of  age,  pay  only  $5.00.  I  was 
proud  to  join  this  club  in  Denver,  with  the  hope  of  learning  more  about  these  areas  of  numismatics.  The 
plus  was  having  an  additional  opportunity  to  share  with  others  who  have  similar  interests,  as  I  took  “The 
Modern  Minting  Process  and  How  Errors  and  Varieties  Are  Created ”  course  at  the  ANA  Summer 
Conference.  Although  J.  T.  Stanton  ( R-0935 ,  GA)— ably  assisted  by  instructor  and  CONECA  president, 
Mike  Ellis  ( R-2239 ,  OH),  had  more  than  enough  information  for  us  to  absorb  in  two  weeks,  let  alone 
one,  everyone  in  the  class  expressed  sincere  enthusiasm  for  the  enormous  help  and  knowledge  they  gave 
so  willingly.  I  may  sign  up  again  next  summer  to  learn  what  I  didn  t  this  year!  Additionally,  many  of 
our  Society  members  are  also  members  of  this  fine  organization.) 

Following  is  a  letter  from  Irving  Kam  (R-0165,  HI),  who,  along  with  other  members  from 
“Paradise,”  has  been  an  ardent  supporter  of  our  Society  for  many  years: 
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Aloha.  Helen: 


This  is  just  a  short  note  to  say  Hi  and  pay  my  dues  for  the  next  year.  Also,  the  latest  issue  of 
The  Trail  is  as  informative  as  any  and  truly  reflects  all  of  your  TLC.  What  a  wonderful  effort.  1  applaud 
you  and  look  forward  to  seeing  you  in  November  (at  the  Hawaii  State  Numismatic  Association’s  33rd 
Annual  Convention  November  14-17,  1996,  at  the  Queen  Kapiolani  Hotel  on  Oahu).  Until  then,  I  hope 
you  find  some  time  from  your  ultra-busy  schedule  for  a  bit  of  R&R.  Take  care  of  yourself,  and  God 
Bless. 


(Editor’s  Reply:  Irving,  I  am  certainly  pleased  you  continue  to  enjoy  our  journal.  I  hope  some 
day  we  will  have  enough  members— and  time— during  the  HSNA  Convention  to  hold  a  meeting  there. 
Needless  to  say,  I  am  eagerly  awaiting  my  departure  for  Hawaii.  The  Island  hospitality,  the  warmth  of 
the  show,  and  your  newly-instituted  educational  forums  combine  to  make  the  convention  a  memorable 
event  for  all  who  attend.  SUSCC  members  should  definitely  plan  a  vacation  to  Hawaii  in  November  to 
experience  the  many  pleasant  opportunities  that  abound.  Attending  the  show  and  enjoying  the  features 
Hawaii  has  to  offer  are  truly  a  wonderful  way  to  combine  our  hobby  and  vacation  at  the  same  time.  It 
is  a  highlight  of  my  year,  and  I  am  never  disappointed  in  any  aspect  of  my  activities  there.  As  for  R&R, 
I ’m  sorry’  to  say  my  commitments— and  problems— are  taking  up  so  much  time  even  sleeping  is  getting 
to  be  difficult.  I  was  a  chaperone  at  the  ANA  Summer  Conference  for  35  YNs,  one  of  whom  was  from 
Hawaii,  in  July  and  also  took  the  course  mentioned  earlier.  August  was  mostly  consumed  with 
preparation  for,  and  attendance  at,  the  Denver  ANA  Convention.  September  found  me  at  the  Long  Beach 
Expo  Information  Desk.  All  of  these  events  required  a  five-day  rest  period  when  I  returned  home,  as  I 
badly  shattered  my  ankle  years  ago,  and  any  prolonged  walking  and  standing  aggravate  the  situation. 
On  top  of  that,  I  experienced  a  bad  reaction  to  a  change  in  my  pain  medication  while  in  Colorado.  That 
has  since  been  corrected  by  returning  to  my  regular  prescription.  Both  September  and  October  have  been 
filled  with  numerous  personal  obligations  and  my  car’s  falling  prey  to  being  in  a  shop  (brake,  electrical, 
etc.]  more  than  it  has  been  driven  or  parked  in  its  space  at  my  apartment.  On  top  of  everything  else,  my 
computer  is  acting  up  again  [ with  that  ominous  black  box  appearing  in  the  upper  right-hand  corner  of 
my  monitor,  advising  me  there  was  a  serious  writing  error  on  my  hard  drive].  Therefore,  it  was 
necessary  to  input  everything  I  had  already  done  a  second— and  third— time.  Presently  my  printer  refuses 
to  print  without  jamming  the  paper.  I  am  doing  this  journal  page  by  page  and  praying  a  lot  until  a  friend 
can  discover  what  all  the  problems  are  and  can  correct  them.  All  in  all,  the  last  few  months  were  ones 
I ’d  prefer  to  forget  /) 

Next,  a  letter  from  a  member,  who  asked  I  not  use  his  name,  as  he  does  not  want  to  publicize 
his  donations  to  SUSCC;  our  club  has  several  members  who  also  request  anonymity  in  this  regard.  (I 
always  honor  these  requests— in  addition  to  not  divulging  any  member’s  address,  which  has  been  standard 
policy  since  the  formation  of  our  club.  However,  I  did  want  to  acknowledge  his  generosity  and  kind 
words  and  publish  his  letter  without  the  usual  name  reference,  membership  number,  and  state  in  which 
he  resides): 

Dear  Helen: 

Enclosed  a  small  donation  for  the  SUSCC  and  its  continuing  success.  Hope  all  is  going  well  with 
you,  and  you  may  be  sure  your  substantial  efforts  and  accomplishments  in  numismatics,  in  general,  and 
the  SUSCC,  in  particular,  do  not  pass  unnoticed. 

(Editor’s  Reply:  On  behalf  of  our  membership,  I  want  to  thank  you  very >  much  for  your 


6 


continuing  support  of  our  club  and  your  very  kind  words  regarding  my  involvement  with  the  Society. 
Your  donations  greatly  assist  our  club,  especially  in  relation  to  our  journal ’s  printing  and  mailing  costs. ) 

Following  is  a  letter  from  one  of  our  most  valued  contributing  authors,  Steven  J.  Devlin  (R- 
2001,  MI): 

Dear  Helen: 

I  hope  this  letter  finds  you  in  good  health.  I’m  writing  in  regard  to  my  membership  in  the 
Society.  I  renewed  my  membership  in  July  but  did  not  receive  a  membership  card  in  the  mail.  The  only 
reason  this  has  come  to  my  attention  is  that  for  the  last  two  months  my  checking  account  statements  show 
the  check  I  sent  was  never  cashed.  So  I  don’t  know  whether  the  check  was  lost  somewhere  along  the 
line,  or  paperwork  is  behind.  The  last  journal  I’ve  gotten  in  the  mail  was  the  Spring  1996,  Volume  13  - 
#3,  issue.  If  there  have  been  more  recent  issues  mailed  out,  could  you  please  send  one  to  me?  In  my 
last  letter  to  you  in  May,  I  indicated  I  was  still  working  on  an  article  about  William  the  Silent,  and  at  that 
time  I  hoped  to  get  it  to  you  within  that  month.  Well,  I’m  still  working  on  it,  and  someday  soon  I  hope 
to  send  it  to  you.  Sorry  about  the  delay,  but  I’ve  been  putting  in  long  hours  of  work  all  through  the 
summer,  and,  hopefully,  soon  my  workday  will  get  back  to  normal.  I’ve  enjoyed  being  a  member  of  this 
club,  and  I’ve  certainly  enjoyed  writing  articles  for  the  journal. 

(Editor’s  Reply:  Steve,  your  dues  check— and  those  of  everyone  else  who  sent  them— have  finally 
been  processed.  I  stayed  up  one  night  last  week  beginning  at  11  p.m.  and  finished  at  9  a.m.  the  next 
morning  to  record  all  the  dues  payments  in  the  two  computer  files  I  keep  them  and  forwarded  the  checks 
to  our  treasurer  and  a  five-page  informational  memo  to  our  secretary \  who  is  now  in  a  position  to  put 
the  data  into  her  computer.  fWe  maintain  duplicate  records  in  the  event  one  of  our  computers 
crashes— and  hers  has,  and  mine  is,  obviously,  on  the  verge  of  doing  so  as  well.]  I’m  sure  Jane  Benson 
(R-1869,  VA)  will  issue  cards  as  soon  as  she  has  time,  as  her  schedule  is  also  very  demanding.  With 
the  recordation  of  all  members’  dues,  my  personal  and  other  numismatic  commitments,  and  my 
computer /printer  problems,  I  ’ll  just  be  relieved  when  this  issue  finally  goes  to  the  printer.  /  look  forward 
to  your  article  on  William  the  Silent,  as  I  plan  to  do  the  Fall  issue  for  Fall /Winter  double  issue  if  1  have 
enough  material]  upon  my  return  from  Hawaii— but  not  until  I  write  articles  for  the  numismatic  press  on 
the  HSNA  Convention.  Thanks  very  much  for  your  [and  other  members  j  understanding  arid  patience 
during  this  period.) 

Next,  a  letter  from  Ira  Linden  (R-1758,  NY),  which  I  especially  wanted  to  publish  because  he 
is  seeking  elusive  documentation  for  his  collection,  and  I  have  been  unable  to  secure  it  for  him: 

Dear  Helen: 

Enclosed  is  my  check  for  $20.00  for  my  dues  for  1996-97.  I  still  haven’t  found  the  1948  BTW 
original  holder  and  envelope,  but  I  am  still  looking.  I  recently  purchased  in  the  aftermarket  the  1994 
Jefferson  coin  and  currency  set  at  three  times  issue  price.  I  usually  buy  one  of  each  commem,  but  I 
thought  I  didn’t  need  the  coin  and  currency.  When  I  found  out  the  nickel  was  special,  it  took  a  while, 
but  I  did  manage  to  get  it.  Now  I  am  sending  away  for  the  1996  Community  Service  coin  and  stamp  set. 
One  other  thing.  Do  you  know  how  many  Olympic  32-coin  sets  were  sold?  It  was  a  shame  what  they 
did,  but  I  like  to  have  a  complete  set  of  modern  commemorative  coins.  Thanks  for  keeping  an  eye  out 
for  me  on  the  West  Coast  for  the  BTW  holder,  and  maybe  next  year  when  the  ANA  comes  to  New  York, 
I  will  finally  meet  you. 
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(Editor’s  Reply:  Ira,  I  still  have  had  no  success  in  locating  the  appropriate  cellophane  envelopes 
within  paper  envelopes  and  accompanying  1948-dated  BTW  mailing  envelope,  but  I  am  still  looking.  I 
am  hopeful  one  of  our  members  may  have  a  duplicate.  If  so,  it  would  be  very’  much  appreciated  if  I  were 
informed,  and  I  will  forward  the  particulars  to  you,  as  the  Society  does  not  disclose  members  ’  addresses 
to  anyone.  Insofar  as  the  32-coin  Olympic  set,  I,  frankly,  don ’t  track  mintages  on  modern  commems. 
That  seems  to  be  James  J.  Dooley  ’ s  (R-1809,  CA)  major  area  of  research.  From  the  United  States  Mint 
1 995  Annual  Report,  I  do  know  the  revenue  for  the  1995-96  Atlanta  Centennial  Olympic  Coins  for  Fiscal 
Year  1995  was  $44,920,355 ,  and  the  program  ends  in  December  of  this  year.  Why  not  contact  the  U.S. 
Mint  Office  of  Public  Affairs  at  202-874-6450  and  inquire  what  the  mintage  is?  Perhaps  someone  there 
can  help  you.  I  certainly  hope  so  and  look  forward  to  meeting  you  in  person  at  the  New  York  ANA 
Anniversary >  Convention  next  year.) 

Finally,  a  letter  from  Rick  Wilcox  (R-1325,  TX),  which  1  have  spaced  between  paragraphs 
because  of  its  length.  Usually,  1  don’t  paragraph  either  members’  letters  nor  my  replies  to  save  space 
required  for  articles  and  our  regular  features.  In  this  instance  I  am  making  an  exception: 

Dear  Helen: 

Every  issue  of  The  Trail  is  just  excellent!  There  is  so  much  enjoyment  and  information  in  each 
issue.  Generating  these  issues  must  require  a  tremendous  amount  of  your  time!  I’m  very  appreciative 
of  this  fact,  and  I'm  sure  all  of  the  readers  appreciate  your  efforts  in  making  this  a  great  publication. 

I  wish  Anthony  Swiatek  (R-0004,  NY)  would  have  future  commemorative  articles  with  the  same 
format  as  the  one  for  his  article  on  BTW  halves  in  the  past  issue  of  TCT.  David  Lang’s  (R-1779,  NJ) 
article,  “My  First  Commem,”  brought  back  memories  of  my  early  collecting  days.  I  wish  more  readers 
would  document  their  stories  relating  i  »  their  starting  to  collect  and  their  first  commemoratives. 

There  is  a  member  of  our  church’s  Sunday  school  class  who  claims,  during  the  silver  coin  years, 
he  received  a  roll  of  half  dollars  consisting  completely  of  multiple  commemorative  halves.  He  still  has 
them,  but  I  can’t  get  him  to  list  the  commemorative  types  making  up  this  roll.  I  have  even  mentioned 
to  him  I  would  like  to  see  them,  but  so  far  I  have  not  been  successful  with  this  request. 

The  first  commemorative  half  I  owned  was  a  Columbus  half  dollar.  When  I  started  collecting 
coins  during  the  1950s,  I  started  with  collecting  sets  of  Lincoln  cents  and  Indian  Head  (Buffalo)  and 

hat  these  coins  were  and  what  happened  to  them,  but  I  do  remember  he  had  a  Columbus  half 

these  coins  Circulated  for  a  period  of  time.  I  remember  I  liked  this  different’  half  dollar,  and  one  day 
I  asked  him  whether  I  could  have  it.  He  gave  it  to  me,  which  must  have  been  around  1954.  Perhaps 
I  sold  this  coin,  but  I  don’t  remember  what  I  did  with  it.  Now  I  wish  I  had  kept  it! 

During  1955  or  1956.  a  bank  in  the  area  where  I  lived  received  a  large  quantity  of  1952-dated 
Carver-Washington  half  dollars.  I  got  some  to  spend  and  carried  one  in  my  pocket  for  a  while  before 
spending  it.  I  remember  showing  this  coin  to  a  couple  of  friends  in  high  school,  and  for  them  it  was  a 
strange  coin!  I  kept  a  roll  of  these  coins  and  sold  this  roll  to  an  employee  of  the  company  I  was  working 
for  during  the  summer  of  one  of  my  college  years.  I  was  pleased  to  receive  $12  for  this  roll,  creating 
a  $2  profit! 

After  college  I  found  myself  in  Europe  with  the  U.S.  Army!  I  had  my  mother  order  for  me 
Texas  and  Oregon  Trail  mint  state  half  dollars.  These  were  my  first  “ordered”  commemorative  half 
dollars  She  sent  them  to  me,  and  I  was  greatly  impressed  with  them.  I  still  have  these  coins— after  over 
30  years— and  they  still  are  my  favorite  commemorative  designs.  At  that  time  I  couldn’t  imagine  ever 
visiting  Texas.  It  was  so  far  away!  But  one  never  knows  where  he  or  she  will  be  in  future  years. 
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The  most  impressive  factor  relating  to  commemorative  coins  is  the  low  mintages.  I  recognized 
this  fact  during  my  early  collecting  years  from  the  many  times  studying  the  “Red  Book.”  In  addition, 
some  of  the  designs  in  this  series  are  excellent.  These  two  factors  pulled  me  into  collecting  these  coins. 
Today  these  coins  are  cheap.  Many  of  them  are  a  real  bargain! 

This  past  March  while  visiting  Florida,  I  got  some  rolls  of  half  dollars  to  search  for  silver.  You 
must  understand  I  have  never  tired  of  searching  through  rolls  and  bags  of  coins  for  locating  “greater-than- 
face-value”  coins.  This  activity  was  my  favorite  during  my  “younger”  years.  In  one  of  these  rolls  was 
a  Statue  of  Liberty  half  dollar.  Other  than  the  Bicentennial  half  dollars,  this  is  the  only  commemorative 
half  dollar  I  have  found  in  circulation. 

Again,  thanks  for  all  you  have  done  for  our  Society! 

(Editor’s  Reply:  Rick,  I  always  enjoy  receiving  your  letters,  which  are  not  only  interesting  hut 
informative.  I  know  how  dedicated  you  are  to  our  hobby  and  have  appreciated  reading  your  opinions 
in  letters  to  the  editor  in  the  numismatic  press.  Your  request  for  another  article  from  Anthony  Swiatek 
in  the  same  format  as  his  article  on  the  BTW  halves  is  answered  in  this  issue!  This  time  he  has  shared 
his  expertise  relating  to  the  Carver-Washington  commemoratives.  I  also  wish  more  members  would  write 
articles  on  their  first  collecting  experience  and  how  they  acquired  their  first  commemorative.  When  my 
late  husband,  Don,  became  so  ill  he  was  forced  to  sell  his  coin  store,  he  asked  me  to  become  more 
familiar  with  coins  [I  was  a  legal  secretary].  He  was  worried  about  my  having  to  dispose  of  his  inventor y 
in  the  event  he  died.  We  were  at  a  Long  Beach  Expo,  and  I  was  chatting  with  Pauline  Miladin  (R-0636, 
CA).  I  told  her  about  Don ’s  request,  and  she  advised  me  a  dealer  in  the  next  row  had  an  original  roll 
of  Connecticut  Tercentenary  halves,  knowing  it  was  my  home  state.  At  the  time  I  was  so  involved  in  my 
own  job,  managed  a  30-unit  apartment  building,  and  accompanied  my  husband  on  his  buying  trips,  l, 
frankly,  wasn ’t  too  interested  in  anything  but  jewelry  dealers  ’  offerings.  However,  I  wanted  to  please 
Don,  so  we  both  went  to  the  dealer’s  table.  I  examined  the  entire  roll  and  was  told  I  could  purchase  one 
coin  for  $300  but,  if  I  wished  to  “ cherrypick  ”  one,  I’d  have  to  pay ?  $350.  1  had  to  ask  Don  what  the  term 
meant !  I  proceeded  to  examine  each  piece  and  chose  the  one  I  thought  had  the  least  amount  of  flaws 
(who  knew  about  bag  marks,  abrasions,  etc.  ?).  My  husband  said  my  selection  was  perfect,  and  he  paid 
for  the  half  dollar.  That  was  the  first  commem  I  purchased  and  will  always  be  my  favorite  because  I 
valued  the  history  and  beauty  of  the  piece.  Being  from,  and  educated  in,  Connecticut,  I  knew  all  about 
the  Charter  Oak,  and  the  design  really  appealed  to  me.  Alas,  when  I  joined  Don  in  doing  coin  shows 
after  he  sold  his  store,  he  said  I  could  be  either  a  collector  or  a  dealer  but  not  both,  as  our  customers 
would  suffer  if  I  saved  all  the  “prize”  pieces  for  myself.  Soon  thereafter  I  sold  the  coin  to  a  woman  who 
lived  in  Beverly  Hills.  I  felt  I  had  lost  one  of  the  most  valuable,  material  items  in  my  life,  so  Don 
suggested  I  embark  on  a  related  area  of  collecting,  not  conflicting  with  our  customers’  acquisitions.  It 
was  then  I  settled  on  commemorative  documentation,  and  the  rest,  as  they  say,  is  history’.) 


*  *  * 


ATTENTION,  MEMBERS:  If  your  mailing  label  does 
not  read  “1997,”  your  dues  are  due!  This  will  be  the 
last  issue  of  The  Commemorative  Trail  you'll  receive 
until  payment  is  made.  Please  remain  a  member! 
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DATE 

BUSINESS 

STRIKES 

ASSAY 

COINS 

PROOFS 

MELTED 

NET 

MINTAGE 

1951-P 

110,000 

118 

0 

70,000  est. 

40,000  est. 

1951-D 

10,000 

4 

0 

0 

10,000 

1951-S 

10,000 

4 

0 

0 

10,000 

1952-P 

2,006,000 

292 

0 

883,000 

1,123,000  est. 

1952-D 

8,000 

6 

0 

0 

8,000 

1952-S 

8,000 

6 

0 

0 

8,000 

1953-P 

8,000 

3 

0 

0 

8,000 

1953-D 

8,000 

3 

0 

0 

8,000 

1953-S 

108,000 

20 

0 

60,000  est. 

48,000  est. 

1954-P 

12,000 

6 

0 

4,000 

8,000 

1954-D 

12,006 

6 

0 

4,000 

8,000 

1954-S 

122,000 

24 

0 

80, 198  est. 

41,802  est. 

AUTHORIZED  PER  ACT  OF  SEPTEMBER  21,  1951:  3,415,631 

Figure  consists  of:  1,834,000  uncoined,  1,581,631  melted  BTWs 

OFFICIAL  SALE  PRICE:  $10  per  set  of  3  coins.  (However,  many  1952  Philadelphia  coins  were  sold 
at  or  near  face  value  by  banks;  ditto  the  1953-S  and,  to  a  lesser  degree,  the  1954-S  issue.) 

REASON  FOR  ISSUE:  In  order  to  commemorate  the  lives  of  Booker  T.  Washington  and  George 
Washington  Carver,  a  commemorative  half  dollar  known  to  most  collectors  as  the  “Washington-Carver” 
was  minted.  However,  it  was  originally  named  the  Carver-Washington  issue. 


Obverse  design: 

Isaac  Scott  Hathaway 


Depicted  are  the  accolated  busts  of  George  Washington  Carver 
and  Booker  Taliaferro  Washington,  facing  right.  Statutory 
inscriptions,  three  decorative  stars,  their  names,  and  denomination 
encircle  the  both  men.  Date  of  issue  is  located  at  the  nape  of 

G.W.C. 
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Reverse: 

Portrayed  is  map  of  the  United  States  superimposed  with  the 
initials  U.S.A.  The  inscription  FREEDOM  AND 

OPPORTUNITY  FOR  ALL  and  the  word  AMERICANISM 
separated  by  two  decorative  stars  on  each  side  are  located  around 
the  outer  border.  The  mintmark,  when  present,  is  located  above 
the  letters  JC  of  AMERICANISM. 

Edge  Design: 

Reeded. 

IN  THE  BEGINNING 

Dr.  S.  J.  Phillips  had  to  sell  the  balance  of  the  original  Booker  T.  Washington  authorization  by 
the  August  7,  1951,  required  deadline.  Such  became  an  impossibility.  In  order  to  raise  more  funds,  he 
helped  engineer  the  passage  of  a  bill  which  became  the  supplementary  Act  of  September  21,  1951. 
Inserted  was  a  clause  which  cited  that  profits  would  be  used  “to  oppose  the  spread  of  Communism  among 
Negroes,  in  the  interest  of  the  national  defense.”  Remember  that  this  occurrence  was  taking  place  during 
the  McCarthy  anti-communist  hysteria  years!  The  magic  words  were  successful,  as  the  bill  was  passed 
and  quickly  signed  by  President  Truman.  To  Dr.  Phillips,  this  victory  meant  the  usage  of  the  remaining 
1,834,000  BTW  authorization  plus  the  melting  and  reincarnating  into  new  coinage  the  balance  held  by 
his  Commission  and  Treasury  Department.  Now  3,415,631  Carver-Washingtons  would  become  a  reality! 

Original  anti-communist  designs  created  by  Hathaway  were  rejected  by  Dean  Acheson,  Secretary 
of  State.  Virtually  all  of  the  accepted  composition  had  to  be  altered  by  the  late  Chief  Mint  Engraver, 
Gilroy  Roberts.  This  was  especially  true  of  the  reverse,  since  the  map  of  America  was  higher  than  the 
border  of  its  design.  This  meant  the  coin  would  not  stack.  The  lettering  was  poor.  With  the  aforesaid 
and  those  high  relief  portraits,  this  coin  would  be  impossible  to  strike  due  to  metal  flow  problems.  In 
fact,  careful  examination  of  the  map  will  reveal  that  Delaware  and  part  of  Maryland  were  omitted. 

In  December  1951,  the  Philadelphia  Mint  struck  1 10,000  Carver-Washingtons,  while  the  branch 
mints  each  produced  10,000  such  coins.  Official  distributors  were  Bebee’s,  Stack’s  and  R.  Green  of 
Chicago.  Sets  were  sold  at  $10  each,  while  individual  coins  were  offered  at  $5.50.  During  March  1952, 
the  Philadelphia  Mint  struck  2,006,000  of  these  remembrance  preservers.  It  was  hoped  that  various 
banks  could  distribute  quantities  of  individual  pieces  at  premium  prices— thus  the  larger  mintages.  The 
idea  was  a  bust,  as  large  numbers  were  sold  at  or  close  to  face  value.  Both  Denver  and  San  Francisco 
produced  8,000  pieces.  They  were  distributed  by  the  same  firms,  at  the  same  set  price. 

In  January  1953,  Philadelphia  and  Denver  each  struck  8,000  Carver-Washingtons,  while  the  San 
Francisco  facility  produced  108,000  pieces.  Stack’s  did  not  care  to  offer  its  services.  Distributorships 
now  were  opened  to  almost  any  firm.  The  sets  were  sold  at  $10  each.  During  January  1954,  the  Mints 
each  produced  6,000  of  these  half  dollars.  Ditto  the  following  month.  However,  between  August  1-6, 
the  San  Francisco  Mint  struck  1 10,000  additional  halves.  (No  more  commemorative  coinage  would  be 
minted  until  July  1,  1982!  I  had  the  honor  of  striking  the  fifth  and  last  ceremonial  George  Washington 
half  dollar  at  the  Denver  Mint.)  The  three-piece  set  sold  for  $10.  By  the  end  of  the  year,  sales  came 
to  a  standstill.  Few  cared  about  the  issue.  The  writing  was  on  the  wall;  thus  1,101,198  were  returned 
for  melting. 


11 


THE  CARVER-YVASHINGTON  ANALYSIS 


As  with  the  BTW  issue,  the  larger  1952-P,  1954-S,  1953-S,  and  1951-P  strikings  will  be  located 
with  no  trouble  in  grades  EF-AU  through  MS-64  condition.  Value  spread  is  almost  nonexistent,  so  think 
MS-64.  In  fact,  the  entire  1951-1954  coinage  can  be  located  with  little  effort  in  grades  MS-60  through 
MS-64.  Current  values  are  somewhat  low,  but  few  seem  to  care.  When  promoted,  the  sets  rise  in  worth 
to  some  degree.  However,  when  the  promotion  is  over,  trend  prices  return  to  past  levels.  Set  rarity 
order  in  MS-64  condition:  1951,  1953,  1954,  1952.  Best  bet  singles  within  the  series  are  the  1951-P, 
1951-S,  and  1953-P.  Acquire  for  the  joy  of  collecting.  Future  lies  in  the  MS-65  category.  Set  rarity 
order  in  MS-65  condition:  1953,  1954,  1951,  1952. 

WHO’S  THE  RAREST  OF  THEM  ALL  IN  MS-65  CONDITION? 

(1)  1953-D  (2)  1951-P  (3)  1954-D  (4)  1953-P  (5)  1952-D  (6)  1954-P 

(7)  1951 -D  (8)  1954-S  (9)  1952-S  (10)  1953-S  (11)  1951-S  (12)  1952-P 

As  you  know,  there  are  very  questionable  slabbed  MS-65  specimens,  and  there  exists  solid  MS-65 
coinage.  The  first  six  dates  are  highly  recommended  and  will  be  quite  difficult  to  acquire  strictly  graded! 

Have  seen  some  semi-prooflike  1952  Philadelphia  unencapsulated  pieces.  A  small  number  of 
1951-P  and  1952-D  and  S  pieces  have  been  labeled  prooflike.  Personally,  I  would  like  to  see  more 
mirror  to  their  surfaces.  Strike  will  cause  a  grade-value  lowering.  Weakness  will  be  observed  on  the 
heads  of  these  two  black  educators,  as  well  as  on  the  superimposed  letters  (U.S.A.)  and  map.  What 
really  downgrades  this  coin  are  those  numismatic  negatives,  such  as  bag  marks,  lack  of  metal  fill  marks, 
slide  marks,  hairline  scratches,  and  abrasions  on  your  primary  focal  portraits  and  reverse  map,  then 
surrounding  fields.  Attempt  to  locate  eye-appealing  Carver-Washingtons  which  are  virtually  free  of 
detracting  marks  and  are  well  struck.  If  acquiring  just  for  the  joy  of  collecting,  look  for  a  coin  or  set 
that  is  fully  original  and  is  attractive.  It  shouldn’t  display  ugly  bag  marks  or  cuts  or  deep  scratches, 
which  really  take  away  from  the  coin’s  beauty.  Some  pieces  display  a  clash  mark  within  the  outer  border 
inscriptions.  Many  collectors  assemble  the  three-piece  or  complete  twelve-piece  set  via  individual 
purchases  over  a  period  of  time.  Of  all  the  commemorative  coinage  produced  from  1892  through  1954, 
this  design  has  been  voted  the  least  popular,  followed  by  the  Monroe  and  Rhode  Island  (obverse) 
creations. 

NGC  has  granted  the  following  C-W  issues  prooflike  status:  1951-P:  MS-63  (1)  and  1952-D: 
MS-63  (1),  MS-64  (5),  and  MS-65  (1).  Beware  of  raw  or  those  coins  which  are  not  encapsulated,  which 
can  be  called  PL  but  are  actually  lightly  polished!  Compare  to  other  PL  type  coinage.  Remember  that 
prooflike  refers  to  a  coin  possessing  fields  with  a  polished  mirror  finish  or  reflective  surface.  The 
exception  will  be  the  date  lettering  and  mint  mark.  Needless  to  say,  it  lacks  the  total  required 
characteristics  of  a  proof  coin. 

This  issue  was  distributed  in  a  cellophane  envelope,  which  was  placed  in  a  paper  envelope.  The 
larger-mintage  issues  were  sent  out  on  approval  by  the  B.T.W.  Birthplace  Memorial  Foundation  in  a 
small  envelope,  housing  one  coin.  If  you  liked  the  souvenir  after  inspection,  you  were  to  send  $2  to  the 
Peoples  National  Bank  of  Rocky  Mount,  VA.  It  was  also  noted  in  fifteen  lines  of  dark  red  imprint  that 
$1.50  is  deductible  for  tax  purposes  and  a  supply  of  these  coins  could  be  obtained  from  your  Federal 
Reserve  Bank.  Small  numbers  were  also  mailed  out  in  two  types  of  Christmas  cards  with  a  cutout  for 
one  coin. 
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KEY  GRADING  POINTS 


OBVERSE:  A  metal  loss  will  first  be  noticed  on  the  cheekbone  of  Dr.  Carver.  Look  for  a  difference 
in  texture  and  tine  crisscross  scratches  in  this  area,  which  usually  flaunts  a  poor  strike.  Prime  target  for 
the  coin  doctors. 

REVERSE:  Examine  the  letters  U.S.A.  for  loss  of  metal. 


CURRENT  STATUS  AND  FUTURE  POTENTIAL  OF  THE 
GEORGE  WASHINGTON  CARVER-BOOKER  T.  WASHINGTON  HALF  DOLLARS 

Population  figures 

(NGC  -  PCGS  -  ANACS  COMBINED) 


DATE 

MS-64 

MS-65 

MS-66 

MS-67 

195 1 -P 

261 

114 

16 

1 

1951-D 

401 

.210 

8 

0 

1951-S 

308 

530 

40 

1 

1952-P 

1,576 

856 

101 

1 

1952-D 

387 

175 

1 

0 

1952-S 

401 

403 

36 

1 

1953-P 

378 

154 

8 

0 

1953-D 

396 

103 

1 

0 

1953-S 

582 

423 

36 

1 

1954-P 

506 

189 

16 

0 

1954-D 

455 

139 

4 

0 

1954-S 

603 

384 

29 

0 

Would  reduce  population  figures  for  each  date  between  10%  and  20% .  Excellent  future  potential 
for  the  above-mentioned  rarer  issues.  Good  to  very  good  potentiality  in  the  remaining  dates.  Average 
potential  for  the  1952-P  and  1951-S  productions. 

In  MS-66  condition,  we  are  talking  about  a  rare  coin  for  most  dates— if  accurately  graded!  The 
only  date  that  one  should  have  a  chance  of  acquiring  slabbed  by  the  three  major  services  (ANACS,  NGC, 
PCGS)  is  the  1952  Philadelphia  striking.  Luster  will  range  from  semi-prooflike,  to  very  brilliant  satiny, 
to  satiny,  to  dull  satiny  for  the  series.  Know  of  seven  1954-S  and  eight  1952-S  specimens  graded  MS-66 
which  were  resubmitted  in  the  hopes  of  a  higher  grade.  Labels  were  not  returned  for  population  deletion! 
All  MS-66  C-W  coinage  is  most  highly  recommended!  Current  bid  levels  are  too  cheap,  as  such  refects 
the  higher  population  1952-P  issue.  Excellent  future  potential  in  lofty  grade  for  the  issue. 

Needless  to  say,  MS-67  “Carvers”  are  rare  pieces.  I  suggest  your  not  paying  an  outrageous  price 
for  this  grade. 

To  date,  no  C-Ws  were  encapsulated  MS-68.  (Again,  most  collectors  refer  to  this  issue  as  the 
Washington -Carver  half  dollar.) 
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I  am  very  much  pleased  to  include  the  following  articles  in  this  journal.  They  give  us  the 
opportunity  to  view,  anil  read  about,  fascinating  tie-ins  to  our  favorite  series  of  coins.  More  and  more 
members  are  expressing  an  interest  in  commemorative-related  materials  as  they  approach  the  completion 
of  their  commemorative  coin  collections. 


A  GOLDEN  SANTA  MARIA 

by  Bill  Fivaz  (LM-025,  GA) 


There  are  certain  coins,  collectible  in  their  own  right,  that  fail  to  fall  into  one  specific  category. 
Such  is  the  coin  shown  above. 

It’s  not  a  “normal”  1893  Columbian  half  dollar  because  it  has  been  altered.  Nor  is  it  truly  a  love 
token,  as  it  doesn’t  have  a  name,  initials,  or  a  “love  message”  on  it. 

I  refer  to  it  as  a  “tweener”— somewhere  between  this  and  that.  It’s  unfortunate  that  this  coin 
couldn’t  be  shown  in  color,  as  the  ship  represented,  Columbus’  Santa  Maria,  has  been  three-dimensionally 
raised  in  gold  from  the  surface  of  the  coin.  It  appears  that  the  gold  was  sweated  on  the  coin,  then  carved 
to  replicate  the  normal  design  on  the  reverse. 

As  you  can  see  from  the  photo,  it  once  had  a  loop  attached  to  the  top,  which  indicates  that  it  was 
probably  worn  as  a  necklace.  Wouldn’t  it  be  a  great  story  if  we  knew  who  made  it,  who  gave  it,  and 
who  wore  this  lovely  and  unusual  piece? 
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AN  1892  COLUMBIAN  50C  BOX  COIN 


by  Bill  Fivaz  (LM-025,  GA) 


Most  of  us  have  seen  those  interesting  and  rather  rare  “box”  or  “opium”  dollars,  the  vast 
majority  of  which  were  made  out  of  two  different  coins,  generally  Trade  Dollars.  They  would  be 
fashioned  by  cutting  the  host  coin  very  carefully  just  inside  the  rim,  usually  on  the  reverse  side, 
hollowing  that  coin  out,  and  then  inserting  a  small  metal  “frame”  in  the  hollowed-out  portion  to  hold  a 
picture,  etc.  The  reverse  of  a  second  coin  would  then  be  used  to  create  a  very  thin  “lid,”  which  would 
be  carefully  hinged  inside  the  host  coin. 

Legend  has  it  that  many  of  these  coins  were  used  to  smuggle  opium  into  the  country  from  the 
Orient,  but  in  reality  they  were  mostly  utilized  to  house  a  picture  of  a  loved  one,  a  friend,  or  oneself. 
There  would  be  a  pressure  point  somewhere  on  the  reverse  that  would,  when  pressed,  pop  the  lid  open, 
revealing  the  picture  inside. 
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Illustrated  on  the  previous  page  is  such  a  coin  made  from  an  1892  Columbian  Half  Dollar.  As 
you  can  see,  it  has  a  daguerreotype  of  a  lady  inserted  in  the  hollowed-out  center.  As  mentioned  earlier, 
box  coins  are  very  difficult  to  find,  and  those  made  from  commemorative  half  dollars  are  downright  rare. 

I  hope  you’ve  enjoyed  seeing  this  unusual  piece. 


*  *  * 


(Editor’s  Note:  Bill  is  absolutely  correct  in  saying  these  boxes  are  rare.  I  have  one  in  my  own 
collection,  which  my  late  husband,  Don,  gave  me  as  a  birthday  gift.  He  carefully  replaced  the 
daguerreotype  (again,  of  a  lady)  and  put  my  own  picture  inside.  We  had  the  opportunity  to  purchase  two 
or  so  others  for  our  customers.  One  had  the  hinge  “ hanging  by  a  thread.  ”  It  was  necessary  to  replace 
it,  and  we  finally  located  a  true  artisan,  who  was  able  to  do  the  job.  [He  has  since  retired.]  The 
interesting  aspect  of  replacing  such  a  hinge— if  you  can  find  someone  capable  of  doing  it— is  the  cost  of 
the  repair  will  exceed  the  cost  of  the  box!) 


*  *  * 


REMINDER 


Please  remember  to  submit  your  articles  on  disk  if  possible. 
As  I  work  with  an  IBM-compatible  computer  and  WordPerfect  5.1, 
perhaps  you  can  use  that  program  as  well.  If  not,  any  other  will  be 
totally  acceptable  as  long  as  I  am  able  to  read  the  disk. 


But  don ’t  let  these  conditions  stop  you  from  writing  an  article. 
I  am  also  more  than  willing  to  work  from  a  hard  copy,  i.e.,  the 
printed  page. 


Now  all  you  need  are  time,  energy,  and  a  desire  to  see  your 
by-line  appear  in  our  journal ! 

I  am  in  desperate  need  of  articles  for  the  next  issue!  Please  send  in  any  and  all  material  to  be 
published  as  soon  as  possible.  Without  your  cooperation,  I  cannot  compile  the  journal.  There  are  only 
so  many  sections  of  TCT  that  I  can  write  myself.  It  would  be  very  dull  if  I  used  only  my  own 
compositions,  as  this  is  our  publication;  that  means  mine  and  yours!  I  plan  to  do  a  combined  Fall/Winter 
Issue  to  compensate  for  the  Summer  Issue  ’ s  being  late  in  delivery t,  so  I  will  need  even  more  features  than 
usual.  I  ask  everyone  who  writes  (or  would  like  to  write)  for  our  journal  to  send  me  features  that  will 
enhance  the  appeal  and  informational  qualities  of  TCT.  Thank  you  very’  much  for  your  cooperation  in 
this  regard. 


*  *  * 
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1946  IOWA  STATEHOOD  CENTENNIAL 
\  COMMEMORATIVE  HALF  DOLLAR:  Part  Twenty-tw 


Of  Whatever  Design 


by  Michael  S.  Tumni  (LM-031,  CA) 


Dedication:  This  twenty-second  article  is  dedicated  to  Bill  Bartz  of  Fairfield,  California.  Bill 
in  the  past  few  years  has  become  a  most  enthusiastic  supporter  and  booster  of  the  Fairfield  Coin  Club 
and  the  Vallejo  Numismatic  Society— plus  a  ready  advocate  for  this  author.  Thanks,  Bill.  Don  7  forget 
to  sell  drawing  tickets! 


In  the  lengthy  progress  of  research  and  writing  for  this  continuing  series— saga  to  some— about 
the  1946  Iowa  Statehood  Centennial  commemorative  half  dollar,  much  has  been  learned  and  documented 
in  these  now  twenty-two  articles.  As  this  series  matured,  the  author’s  aim  has  been  to  be  thorough, 
disclosing  most  every  fact  of  this  half  dollar,  leaving  little  not  analyzed  or,  in  plain  terms,  simply  “no 
stone  unturned.”1 

As  research  advanced  and,  as  is  true  in  any  human  study  and  endeavor,  something  else— simple, 
yet  significant— has  been  discovered,  making  this  “something  else”  the  subject  of  this  present  article.2 

Wholly  unknown  and  certainly  would  have  been  most  likely  forever  forgotten— found  during  this 
author’s  summer  1993  sojourn  in  Iowa  with  the  assistance  of  his  courteous  compatriots,  Jan  Henke  of 
Fairfield,  California,  and  Larry  Adams  of  Boone,  Iowa— was  another  proposed  design  for  the  Iowa  half 
dollar. 

Lost  in  an  old  file,  forgotten  for  nearly  fifty  years,  on  yellowed-aged  paper  were  these 
preliminary  sketches  for  the  then  still-in-discussion  and  doubtful  half  dollar.3  Refer  to  Figure  1 . 

Who  submitted  these?  Was  it  someone  well-known  at  the  time  in  coin  design?  Was  he  or  she 
a  prominent  numismatist?  Was  he  or  she  an  Iowan  scholar?  Was  it  from  someone  active  in  the  then 
Centennial? 


'This  present  article  reflects  the  author’s  obsession  to  be  complete  and  correct,  giving  the  full  story.  For 
convenience,  footnotes  have  been  limited  to  major  aspects  or  direct  quotations. 

^e  intention  of  this  article  is  biographical  but  specifically  limited  to  a  very  short  period  of  Richard  H. 
Kraemer’s  life.  The  author  is  in  debt  to  Richard’s  siblings,  Lois  Kraemer  Madden  and  Burdette  Kraemer,  for  their 
reminiscences. 

3Until  late  summer  1946,  the  Centennial  Committee  had  no  anticipation  for  a  commemorative  half  dollar, 
although  the  legislation  has  been  initially  submitted  in  March  1945. 
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None  of  the  foregoing.  The  proposal,  sent  unsolicited,  was  from  a  Richard  H.  (Henry)  Kraemer 
(1929-19991),  then  a  senior  at  Fairview  High  School  in  Alta,  Iowa.  Refer  to  Photos  1  and  2.  Photo  1 
is  ot  him  about  age  ten,  and  Photo  2  is  believed  to  be  his  high  school  graduation  portrait. 


Photo  1  Photo  2 

Richard’s  design  was  to  be  his  only  venture  into  coin  design  and,  so  far  known,  the  only  other 
design  suggested.4  Albeit,  in  later  life  he  would  achieve  statewide  and  national  acclaim  for  his  work  in 
film  production  and  in  education,  and  his  death  would  be  mourned  by  hundreds  of  fellow  colleagues  and 
former  students.  Virtually  no  one,  including  family  members,  ever  knew  of  his  one  and  only  youthful 
coin  design.5 

Richard  was  born  on  July  22,  1929,  and  passed  away  on  December  14,  1991,  at  age  62,  having 
just  retired  a  few  months  before  from  a  long  career  with  Iowa  State  University  at  Ames,  Iowa.  Richard, 
a  lifelong  bachelor,  attained  an  exemplary  career  in  film  production  and  in  education,  winning  both  state 
and  national  awards. 


4Nothing  else  has  come  to  light,  save  Pietz’s  thoughts  and  ideas. 

5To  those  with  whom  this  author  has  corresponded  who  knew  Richard  in  his  adult  life,  his  coin  design  was  a 
complete  surprise— characteristic  of  a  very  gifted  and  skillful  personality. 
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Though  many  remember  him  for  his  expertise  and  influence,  the  preference  in  this  article  is 
Richard's  early  life  and  numismatic  motivation.6  To  pause  briefly,  one  long-time  associate  and  fellow 
professional.  Dr.  Daniel  J.  Perkins,  reminisced  fondly,  “Dick’s  whole  house  was  a  recording  studio.  He 
made  mic-jacks  in  EVERY  room— even  the  bathroom.”7  Apparently,  Richard  maintained  a  lifelong 
interest  in  many  subjects  and  was  fascinated  and  inquisitive  about  a  whole  realm  of  topics.  However, 
space  prevents  such  review. 

Raised  on  a  farm,  both  his  older  sister  and  brother— Lois  Kraemer  Madden  and  Burdette 
Kraemer— testified  that  he  detested  farm  chores.  Burdette  Kraemer  observed  that  “his  father  would  tell 
him  to  do  something  and  he  would  just  walk  away,  very  strong  willed.”8 

Regardless  of  his  independence,  his  activities  in  high  school  were  diverse  and  gifted:  music— he 
could  play  the  piano,  saxophone,  and  other  instruments— drama,  cheerleading,  and  sports.9  His 
academics  were  excellent,  and  he  “absorbed  everything  he  read  or  saw,”  enjoying  reading  very  much: 
“He  did  read— read— read.”10 

As  a  youngster,  having  received  a  gift  of  a  chemistry  set,  which  he  would  keep  all  his  life,  he 
conducted  one  experiment  “nearly  blowing  out  the  basement  windows.”11  Both  his  brother  and  sister 
recalled  this  incident,  corroborating  Richard’s  passion  for  learning  and  his  independence.  His  sister,  in 
praise,  commented  that  “everything  that  Richard  was  interested  in  became  a  challenge  to  him  and  he 
pursued  it  in  great  depth.”12 

Richard’s  career  and  life  story  are  beyond  the  scope  of  this  article.  Richard  himself  would  later 
list  his  avocations  as  “sound  recording  and  reproduction,  photography,  philately,  music,  reading, 
swimming,  and  amateur  theatricals.”13  His  philatelic  interest  would  be  life-long,  assembling  an 
extensive  collection  of  Canal  Zone  issues,  derived  from  his  Army  service,  August  1951  through  July 
1953,  when  stationed  in  the  Canal  Zone  as  an  instructor  in  “chemical,  biological,  and  radiological 
defense.” 


His  intensity  into  Canal  Zone  stamps  was  sincere  and  serious.  He  would  join  the  Canal  Zone 


6Much  could  be  written  justly  about  his  thirty-plus  years  in  education  and  numerous  achievements— regretfully 
beyond  the  aim  and  attention  of  this  short  article. 

7Daniel  J.  Perkins,  letter  to  this  author,  October  224,  1994. 

8Burdette  Kraemer,  letter  to  this  author,  February  2,  1994. 

*Lois  Kraemer  Madden,  Richard’s  older  sister,  is  certain  that  he  was  even  more  active  and  involved  than 
itemized  here. 

l0Burdette  Kraemer,  loc.  cit. 

"Burdette  Kraemer,  ioc.  cit. 

'-Lois  Madden,  letter  to  this  author,  January  9,  1995. 

’Resume  of  Richard  H.  Kraemer,  undated,  circa  early  1960s. 
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Study  Group  in  1971  and  remain  a  member  until  his  death,  holding  Membership  £463.  Richard  H.  Salz 
of  this  Group  evaluated  Kraemer’s  collecting  as  a  “real  specialist’s  collection,”  and  Richard  Kraemer  was 
known  to  have  done  elaborate  and  extended  study  with  overprints  and  into  type  fonts,  although  all  his 
research,  which  must  have  been  voluminous,  has  been  lost  and  was  never  published. 

In  addition,  he  would  join  the  American  Philatelic  Society  (APS)  in  November  1980,  holding 
Membership  £115132.  but  there  is  no  record  of  any  numismatic  memberships.  Thus  what  might  have 
jolted  this  highly  motivated  and  talented  high  school  senior  to  endeavor  a  coin  design  and  audaciously 
submit  same  to  the  Iowa  Centennial  Committee? 

Both  his  sister  and  brother  remember  that  as  a  child  into  adolescence  he  did  collect  coins  and  that 
his  parents  did  encourage  his  multi-faceted  interests.  Lois  Madden  stated  their  older  sister,  Helen, 
“furthered  his  desire  for  coin  collecting  when  she  worked  in  Carson  City,  Nevada,”  sending  him  “‘silver 
dollars’  which  were  used  there  in  lieu  of  the  paper  ones  [meaning  paper  money]  for  use  in  the  slot 
machines.”14  Mrs.  Madden  remembered  also: 

“He  let  this  interest  spread  over  into  other  coins  when  his  friends,  the  Alta  druggist  and 
the  local  banker,  encouraged  him  to  go  through  their  cash  supplies  and  choose  scarce  or 
dated  ones  that  he  needed  to  fill  his  collections.  By  the  time  he  had  graduated  from  high 
school  he  had  quite  an  extensive  coin  collection  and  an  excellent  knowledge  about  them. 

This  is  probably  how  and  when  he  developed  his  interest  in  making  his  design  for  the 
Iowa  Centennial  Committee.”15 

Both  Lois  Madden  and  Burdette  Kraemer  saw  their  brother’s  coin  design  and  heard  his 
explanations  but  were  unaware  that  he  had  submitted  it. 

After  his  coin  design,  Richard’s  interest  in  numismatics  seems  to  have  ceased.  Part  of  this  abrupt 
disinterest  was  in  the  fall  of  1946,  when  he  enrolled  at  Iowa  State  University  in  Ames,  Iowa.  However, 
far  more  tragically,  in  an  auto  accident  involving  a  drunk  driver  in  December  1946,  his  mother  was  killed 
and  his  father  hospitalized  for  weeks.  With  the  loss  of  his  mother  and  the  long  incapacity  of  his  father, 
many  of  his  “possessions  were  sorted,  sold,  discarded,  etc.”16  This  accounts  for  the  fact  that,  among 
his  papers  and  possessions  at  the  time  of  his  death,  there  was  nothing  about  his  coin  design.  To  regress, 
Richard  at  his  death  “had  a  houseful  ‘wall-to-wall’  of  ‘stuff.  You  have  no  idea  of  the  magnitude  of  his 
collections.”17 

His  sister,  Lois,  surmised  that  he  later  sold  “his  coin  collection”  to  assist  his  educational 
expenses,  “trying  to  be  self-supporting  as  he  could  be.”18  Also  his  interests  merely  changed.  The 


14Madden,  loc.  cit. 
l5Madden,  loc.  cit. 

1<5Lois  Madden,  letter  to  this  author,  January  21,  1995. 
17Burdette  Kraemer,  letter  to  this  author,  March  7,  1994. 
l8Madden,  January  21,  1995,  loc.  cit. 
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calamity  suffered  by  his  parents  obviously  altered  his  home  life.  Furthermore,  also  in  December  1946, 
Adam  Pietz’s  (1873-1961)  design  for  the  Iowa  half  dollar  would  be  initially  distributed  and  sold. 

The  above-mentioned  influences  may,  in  part,  construe  the  background  for  Richard’s  unsolicited 
design,  but  the  reality  may  never  be  known.  This  author’s  conjecture  is  that  at  the  time,  early  1946,  and 
knowing  Richard’s  numismatic  avocation  and  collecting,  he  may  have  gathered  from  the  media  of  Iowa’s 
attempt  for  a  commemorative  half  dollar.  However,  there  might  be  another  possible  and  quite  probable 
factor. 


To  pause,  to  us  numismatists  and  this  series,  the  issue— the  intensity— has  been  the 
commemorative  half  dollar,  the  Iowa  half  dollar.  To  be  correct  and  complete,  Iowa  in  1946  for  its 
Statehood  Centennial  had  two  commemoratives:  the  half  dollar  and  a  three-cent  (3C)  commemorative 
United  States  postage  stamp,  Scott  #942,  the  latter  being  first  issued  on  August  3,  1946. 

This  author  wisely  will  avoid  at  this  time  a  series  about  this  stamp.  If  the  half  dollar  has  spawned 
profuse  articles,  this  ingenuous  3C  blue-colored  stamp  would  beget  equally  voluminous  writing.  Ralph 
Evans’  (1896-1973)  famous  files,  at  the  University  of  Iowa,  Iowa  City,  included  one  two-inch  (2")  thick 
file  concerning  only  the  stamp;19  and  the  same  might  be  said  of  his  associate,  Edith  Wasson  McElroy’s 
(1887-1975),  who  was  the  Executive  Secretary  of  the  Iowa  Centennial  Committee,  laborious 
correspondence.  So,  enough  said.  To  note,  both  these  individuals  were  the  primary  persons  directing 
first  the  commemorative  stamp  and  later  the  commemorative  half  dollar. 

Yet  how  could  this  stamp  provoked  Richard’s  coin  design,  remembering  it  was  sent  to  the 
Committee  in  March  1946,  months  before  any  coin  legislation  would  be  debated  and  voted  in  Congress? 

The  Iowa  Centennial  Committee  at  that  time,  the  first  part  of  1946,  had  no  expectation  of  a 
commemorative  half  dollar,  which  mandated  a  federal  law.  However,  it  did  have  the  resolution  for  a 
commemorative  stamp,  which  needed  only  the  Post  Office  Department’s  assent.  So  with  this  resolve, 
controversy,  correspondence,  complaints,  and  consternation  emerged.  Everyone  had  something  to  say, 
to  state,  or  to  suggest  for  this  stamp.  Ralph  Evans’  corpulent  file  held  several  designs  and  themes,  and 
one,  proposed  by  a  fourteen-year-old,  would  advance  to  the  statewide  press,  the  Governor’s  office,  the 
Post  Office  Department,  and  the  Centennial  Committee. 

On  the  front  page  of  local  newspapers,  in  the  philatelic  press,  and  in  the  Des  Moines  Register , 
it  would  be  reported  that  fourteen-year -old  Charles  M.  Fouts  of  Albia,  Iowa,  recommended  that  the  mural 
in  Iowa’s  Statehouse  in  Des  Moines,  titled  “Westward,”  as  the  stamp’s  art.  His  idea  incited  a  heated 
debate  and  discussion  over  several  months.20 

This  author’s  conjecture  is  quite  simple  but  possible.  Richard,  maybe  having  at  that  time  dual 
interest  in  coins  and  stamps,  learned  of  young  Fouts’s  idea  and  applied  his  own  creative  zeal  and  ardor 
to  a  coin,  only  to  have  his  design  filed  and  forgotten. 


l9Ralph  Evans  and  Edith  Wasson  McElroy,  both  as  Iowa  Centennial  Committee  participants,  were  equally 
involved  with  the  stamp  months  before  the  half  dollar.  Evans  retained  copious  correspondence  and  communications 
on  the  stamp  with  some  misfiled  documents  about  the  half  dollar. 

■^From  a  terse  review  of  Evans’  stamp  file,  everyone,  it  would  seem,  in  Iowa  had  their  say! 
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Addressing  his  designs,  the  designs  are  roughly  three  inches  (3")  in  diameter  and  reflect  a 
knowledge  of  United  States  coinage,  including  all  the  statutory  requirements,  year,  motto,  and  such,  plus 
even  a  small  “K”  for  his  monogram. 

His  designs  were  accompanied  with  a  single-spaced,  typed,  full-page  descriptive  narration.  Refer 
to  Figure  2  reproduced  on  the  following  page.  It  is  provocative  to  read  his  concluding  commentary: 

“The  lack  of  knowledge  of  the  processes  of  engraving  carried  on  at  the  United  States 

Mints  does  not  permit  me  to  accurately  depict  the  form  and  relief  of  the  features. 

However,  I  have  tried  to  show  the  general  features  and  the  placement  thereof.  I  have 

chosen  these  designs  after  a  study  of  the  other  issued  commemorative  designs.”21 

Note  his  statement:  “after  a  study  of  the  other  issued  commemorative  designs.” 

If  this  were  it,  then  this  current  article  would  end  here,  but  there  are  two  more  stimulating  points. 

First,  a  month  later,  on  April  24,  1946,  Richard  corresponded  with  “some  additional 
information.”22  In  this  second  letter,  he  proposed  “in  order  to  improve  the  stacking  qualities  of  the 
coin,  a  subject  on  which  I  have  done  a  little  research,”  that  an  “incuse”  design  be  used  for  the  “portion 
on  the  mound  on  which  the  pioneer  or  Indian  stands.”  He  compared  this  change  to  the  “reverse  of  the 
discontinued  Indian  Head  Nickel  (commonly  called  Buffalo)  Type.”23  Not  too  shabby:  design  a  coin, 
research  others,  and  recommend  a  radical  alteration  in  die  manufacturing! 

His  second  April  24th  letter  would  be  his  last  correspondence,  and  he  commented  about 
“considerable  opposition”  heard  “over  the  radio”  and  spurred  the  Centennial  Committee  to  pursue  a 
commemorative  coin,  ending,  “I  certainly  hope  that  an  Iowa  commemorative  coin  will  be  issued,  of 
whatever  design.”24 

Of  course,  Adam  Pietz  in  a  few  months  would  create  from  his  decades  of  engraving  and  minting 
expertise,  the  1946  Iowa  Statehood  Centennial  commemorative  half  dollar.  “Of  Whatever  Design”  would 
be  Pietz’s,  leaving  Richard’s  filed  and  forgotten. 

The  only  known,  to  date,  acknowledgment  and  action  on  Richard’s  coin  design  was  a  pen 
notation— “The  Commission  asked  that  this  be  sent  on  to  you  for  your  attention— EWMc”  (Edith  Wasson 
McElroy)  across  the  top  right  corner  of  his  transmittal  March  20,  1946,  letter.  Did  the  Commission 
actually  discuss  his  submission?  Did  Governor  Blue  (Robert  D.  Blue,  1898-1989,  Governor  1945-1949) 
see  it?  Did  Evans  and  his  companion  and  loyalist,  Mrs.  McElroy,  consider  it  with  merit? 


21Richard  H.  Kraemer,  letter  to  the  Iowa  Centennial  Committee,  March  20,  1946. 

^Richard  H.  Kraemer,  letter  to  the  Iowa  Centennial  Committee,  April  24,  1946. 

™Ibid.  All  previous  quotations.  His  excellent  knowledge  of  numismatics  has  been  confirmed  by  his  brother, 
Burdette. 

™Ibid. 


23 


DESCRIPTION  OF 


THE  DESIGN  FOR  THE  IOWA  CENTENNIAL  HALF 
DOLLAR 


There  are  two  designs  for  the  obverse:  one,  the 
"Pioneer  Design"  and  two,  the  "Indian  Design".  For 
the  reverse,  there  is  only  one  corresponding  design. 


OBVERSE: 

The  first,  or  Pioneer  obverse,  consists  of  a  pioneer 
standing  on  a  knoll  with  a  gun  In  his  hands.  On  the 
face  of  this  knoll  is  found  the  word, LIBERTY,  and  in  a 
depression  of  the  knoll,  is  found  the  date  of  Issue,  in 
this  case,  1946.  Directly  below  the  date,  on  the  face 
of  the  knoll,  near  the  edge,  Is  a  place  for  the  initial 
of  the  designer,  which  is  intended  to  be  incuse,  or 
sunken  beneath  the  surface  of  the  coin.  Directly  behind 
the  main  feature  (  in  this  case,  the  Pioneer  ),  is  a 
nan  of  the  state  of  IOWA,  while  at  the  lower  ri^ht  can 
be  found  a  sun,  with  rays  streaming  over  the  rest  of 
the  field.  In  the  upper  left,  along  the  edge,  are  the 
words, IN  GOD  WE  TRUST.  In  the  second,  or  Indian  Obverse, 
the  only  differences  are  that  the  main  figure  is  an 
Indian  holding  out  a  belt  of  wampum,  and  the  places  of 
LIBERTY  and  of  1946  are  exchanged.  In  each  of  these 
obverses,  the  sun  with  its  rays  streaming  across  the 
field,  symbolizes  the  dawn  of  opportunity  for  the 
incoming  settler  of  Iowa.  In  the  case  of  the  Indian 
obverse,  the  Indian  symbolizes  the  original  Red  Men 
of  this  area,  for  whom  the  state  was  named,  the  Iowa 
Indians.  In  the  case  of  the  other  obverse,  the  figure 
of  the.  Pioneer  is  symbolic  of  the  early  settlers  that 
journeyed  to  the  new  ana  promising  land. 


REVERSE: 

The  main  feature  of  the  reverse  is  a  wreath  of 
Iowa  corn,  with  which  ia  found  the  inscription: IOWA 
CENTENNIAL  1846-1946.  Between'  the  tassels  of  the 
corn  is  the  motto:  E  PLURIBU3  UNUM.  Around  the  edge 
of  this  side,  are  the  following  inscriptions :  UNITED 
3TATSS  OF  AMERICA  and  HALF  DOLLAR. 

In  the  enclosed  sketches  of  the  designs  herein 
described,  I  have  ncft  attempted  to  fill  in  many  of  the 
details  of  the  lettering,  et  cetera.  The  lack  of 
knowledge  of  the  processes  of  engraving  carried  on  at  the 
United  States  Mints  does  not  permit  me  to  accurately 
depict  the  form  and  relief  of  the  features.  However, 

I  have  tried  to  show  the  general  features  and  the 
placement  thereof.  I  have  chosen  these  designs  after  a 
study  of  the  other  issued  commemorative  designs. 


Richard  Kraemer 
Twelfth  grade 
Fairview  Consolidated 
Alta,  Iowa 
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The  implication  might  be  that  Adam  Pietz  was  the  intended  recipient  of  Mrs.  McElroy’s  notation, 
but  since  Richard’s  original  remains  on  file  in  the  State  Historical  Society,  we  will  never  know.25 

Yes,  we  will  never  know  the  whole  story  of  what  excited  this  talented  and  versatile  high  school 
senior  to  create  a  coin  design,  nor  will  we  ever  learn  whether  those  who  would  later  be  so  actively  and 
avidly  supportive  of  Pietz’s  coin  design  ever  really  scrutinized  Richard’s  idea  or  even  thanked  him.  So 
many  decades  have  passed,  and  so  many,  if  not  all,  the  primary  participants  have  long  passed  away. 

Richard’s  design  was  not  just  tiled  and  forgotten,  for  in  the  end  fondly,  and  fortunately,  it  was 
rediscovered  and  now  here— at  long  last— demonstrates  testimony  and  tribute  to  a  young  man  who  would 
later  in  his  adult  life  and  career  give  so  much  to  his  native  state,  Iowa. 
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The  Bibliography  remains  the  same  as  for  the  previous  articles  in  this  series. 


*  *  * 


REMINDERS 


Dues  are  due  for  the  1996-1997  Club  Year.  In 
order  not  to  miss  the  next  journal,  please  send  in  your 
payment  as  quickly  as  possible. 

Please  try  to  recruit  a  new  Society  member  before 
the  next  copy  of  The  Commemorative  Trail  (hopefully, 
a  combined  Fall/Winter  Issue)  is  printed  and  mailed. 


25The  only  known  documentation  to  date  has  been  Richard’s  own  correspondence. 
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This  past  September  my  family  and  I  traveled  to  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  to  attend  the  annual  fall 
Cincinnati  Coin  Show  put  on  at  the  Drawbridge  Convention  Center.  (The  show  itself  is  actually  located 
in  Fort  Mitchell,  Kentucky,  just  across  the  river  from  Cincinnati.)  This  was  the  first  time  we’ve  visited 
this  area,  so  there  was  plenty  for  us  to  see  and  do.  Besides  attending  the  coin  show,  the  real  purpose  of 
this  trip  was  to  visit  some  of  the  local  historical  sites.  Our  primary  destination  was  the  small  town  of 
Point  Pleasant,  Ohio,  which  is  approximately  twenty-five  miles  east  of  Cincinnati.  Point  Pleasant  is  the 
birthplace  of  Ulysses  S.  Grant— the  small  frame  home  that  is  depicted  on  the  reverse  of  the  Grant 
commemorative. 


Grant  Birthplace,  Point  Pleasant,  Ohio 

We  arrived  in  the  Cincinnati  area  early  Saturday  morning,  and  after  getting  our  room  and  making 
a  cursory  visit  of  the  bourse  floor,  we  hit  the  road.  Going  from  Cincinnati  to  Point  Pleasant  requires 
traveling  along  a  beautiful  scenic,  four-lane,  divided  highway  meandering  along  the  banks  of  the  Ohio 
River.  Later  the  highway  turns  into  a  two-lane  highway  but  still  follows  the  Ohio  River  through  some 
lush  countryside.  The  road  itself  is  in  excellent  shape  and  not  too  heavily  traveled. 

After  thirty  minutes  we  arrived  in  Point  Pleasant  and  were  very  much  surprised  as  to  how  small 
the  community  is.  It  is  your  typical  “Don’t  blink,  or  you’ll  miss  it”  size  of  town.  And  if  you  aren’t 
paying  too  much  attention,  you  would  quickly  speed  past  the  sign  announcing  Point  Pleasant  as  Grant's 
birthplace.  An  even  smaller,  lonely  sign  further  down  the  road  points  out  the  structure  located  just  off 
the  highway.  The  community  is  a  small  town,  which  consists  of  one  small  store  to  serve  the  needs  of 
the  local  population. 
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Sign  Along  the  Highway  Upon  Entering  Point  Pleasant 

We  pulled  into  the  small  parking  area  across  from  the  Grant  home  and  found  we  were  the  only 
visitors.  As  we  walked  around  the  house,  a  tour  guide  came  out  from  the  home  next  door  where  she 


Grant  Birthplace,  Point  Pleasant,  Ohio.  Tourist  Guide  Home  to  the  Immediate  Right. 
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lives  and  asked  whether  we’d  like  a  tour  of  the  home.  The  home  is  maintained  by  the  Ohio  Historical 
Society,  and  a  modest  admission  fee  of  $1.00  is  charged. 

The  tour  guide  told  us  many  interesting  facts  about  the  home  and  the  Grant  family.  Ulysses  S. 
Grant  was  born  in  the  home  in  1822  but,  apparently,  lived  there  until  he  was  eleven  months  old,  and  his 
father  moved  the  family  to  Georgetown,  a  town  located  thirty-five  minutes  east  of  Point  Pleasant.  (I  have 
read  elsewhere,  I  believe  in  Grant’s  autobiography,  that  he  lived  in  Point  Pleasant  until  he  was  two  years 
old.  This  is  a  minor  point  over  which  to  argue,  but  it’s  interesting  to  find  in  much  of  my  research  for 
my  articles  that  I  find  such  differentiating  facts.  You  wonder  which  fact  is  true,  if  indeed  any  of  the  so- 
called  facts  are  true  and  accurate.)  The  house  is  extremely  small  by  today’s  standards,  measuring  sixteen 
by  nineteen  feet.  At  one  time  it  contained  three  rooms,  but  today  it  is  one  big  room.  Much  of  the  house 
is  of  the  original  wood  and  brickwork  and  is  well  maintained  by  the  Historical  Society.  The  fireplace 
still  has  the  original  bricks,  even  though  it  was  rebuilt  in  the  1920s. 

There  are  a  few  items  at  the  house  that  belonged  to  the  Grant  family,  but  many  of  the  furnishings 
are  pieces  just  dating  from  that  era.  One  item  of  interest  was  a  leather  boot  made  by  Grant’s  father,  Jesse 
Grant.  The  boot  had  a  great  number  of  wooden  nails  to  hold  the  sole  in  and  metal  nails  to  keep  the  sole 
from  wearing  down. 

In  1 890  some  people  decided  it  would  be  nice  to  place  the  home  on  a  train  car  and  show  it  around 
the  country.  So  the  home  was  uprooted  and  began  its  tour  of  the  country,  giving  many  people  a  chance 
to  see  the  birthplace  of  a  former  great  general  and  president.  (Uprooting  the  house  involved  placing  the 
house  on  logs,  rolling  the  logs  down  to  the  river,  and  sending  it  by  boat  to  an  awaiting  rail  car.)  Years 
later  the  home  was  sent  to  Columbus,  Ohio,  where  it  sat  at  the  state  fairgrounds  and  was  put  on  display 
every  year  during  the  fair.  In  the  1920s  it  was  decided  to  return  the  home  to  its  original  site  in  Point 
Pleasant.  But  to  the  surprise  of  many,  they  found  the  original  site  had  been  purchased  and  a  two-story 
home  erected  on  the  property.  The  new  property  owner  was  paid  for  the  land,  and  his  two-story  home 


Overlooking  Ripley,  Ohio,  the  River,  and  Kentucky  Beyond 
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was  moved  a  couple  of  hundred  yards  away  to  another  site.  The  Grant  home  was  then  restored  on  its 
original  foundation.  After  thirty-seven  years  of  being  on  the  road,  it  was  now  back  home. 

But  if  that  wasn’t  enough  turmoil  for  the  home,  more  was  to  come.  A  year  after  restoring  the 
home,  the  Ohio  River  had  a  great  flood,  covering  the  entire  house  except  for  the  roof.  (Today,  looking 
at  where  the  house  sits  uphill  from  the  river,  the  river  must  have  swelled  a  great  deal  to  raise  the  water 
level  that  high.  There  is  presently  a  picture  in  the  home  showing,  how  only  the  roof  was  visible  during 
the  flood.)  The  house  was  then  moved  up  a  nearby  hill  to  dry  out,  and  when  it  was  dried,  it  was  again 
restored  to  its  original  foundation. 

Some  other  pictures  on  display  show  the  crowd  which  attended  the  dedication  ceremonies  in  the 
1920s,  when  the  house  was  rededicated  in  Point  Pleasant.  By  my  guess,  a  few  thousand  people  attended 
the  ceremonies.  I’m  not  sure  where  all  those  people  could  have  parked  their  vehicles  for  this  event. 
Furthermore,  I’m  not  sure  whether  you  could  get  a  few  thousand  people  to  attend  such  an  event  today 
or  where  they  could  possibly  park  their  vehicles.  In  any  case,  it  is  interesting  to  see  so  many  people 
thought  so  highly  of  attending  the  dedication  ceremonies,  whereas  today  I  don’t  think  that  many  people 
would  turn  out  for  this  kind  of  thing.  The  tour  guide  told  us  years  ago,  in  the  early  1970s  and  prior,  they 
had  quite  a  few  visitors  because  the  nearby  highway,  on  which  we  came  in,  was  one  of  the  main 
highways  to  Cincinnati.  But  since  1-275  has  opened,  encircling  Cincinnati,  few  people  ever  pass  through 
Point  Pleasant. 

I  purchased  a  souvenir  catalog  published  for  the  1822-1972  celebrations,  which  were  still 
available  at  the  Grant  birthplace  home  for  a  nominal  fee  of  $2.00.  It  contains  a  few  interesting  articles 
on  the  history  of  the  area  and  of  the  Grant  family— in  addition  to  some  insight  on  the  celebrations  held 
in  the  area  twenty-four  years  ago.  One  ad  had  some  silver  and  bronze  medals  for  sale— perhaps  an  ideal 
tie-in  for  someone’s  collection?  (See  ad  on  following  page.) 


Grant’s  Boyhood  Home  in  Georgetown,  Ohio 
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Silver  12.50 
Bronze  2.50 


AVAILABLE  AT  AREA  PARTICIPATING  BANKS 
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As  I’ve  already  mentioned,  Grant  lived  in  Point  Pleasant  only  briefly  after  his  birth.  Jesse  Grant 
felt  the  nearby  town  of  Georgetown  appeared  to  be  more  prosperous  and  decided  to  move  his  family 
there.  Ulysses  spent  his  entire  boyhood  in  Georgetown,  leaving  at  the  age  of  fourteen  to  attend  school 
in  Maysville,  Kentucky,  and  Ripley,  Ohio,  for  the  next  two  years.  From  there  he  went  on  to  attend  West 
Point. 


fr  m 

Sign  Outside  Grant’s  Boyhood  Home  in  Georgetown,  Ohio 


Grant’s  Schoolhouse  in  Georgetown,  Ohio 
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It'  you  should  happen  to  be  in  the  area  to  visit,  there  are  a  few  other  attractions  to  see.  Go  on 
to  Georgetown,  and  visit  the  Grant  home  there  and  see  the  schoolhouse,  which  is  also  located  there. 
When  we  visited  on  Sunday,  the  schoolhouse  appeared  to  be  empty  and  closed,  but  the  Grant  home  did 
have  furnishings  and  appeared  to  be  open  to  the  general  public.  (Unfortunately  for  us,  the  house  was 
closed  at  the  time  we  were  there.) 

Another  town  to  visit  would  be  Bethel,  Ohio,  approximately  fifteen  miles  west  of  Georgetown. 
Jesse  Grant  moved  his  family  to  Bethel,  the  site  of  several  other  interesting  attractions,  in  the  late  1840s. 

Finally,  the  entire  area  itself  is  rich  in  its  history  of  the  Underground  Railway.  In  nearby  Ripley, 
you  can  visit  the  Rankin  House,  which  sits  on  a  high  hill  overlooking  the  Ohio  River  and  was  a  conduit 
for  runaway  slaves.  This  home  is  also  maintained  by  the  Ohio  Historical  Society. 


BP# 


RANKIN  HOUSE 


Honk;  of  Reverend.  John  Rankin 
Underground.  Railroad  Station 
18258-1863  . 

A  Sfcte  MeMortel* 

" 

»  The  Ohfc>  liittopirai  Society 


Rankin  House,  Ripley,  Ohio.  In  the  Background  is  the  Ohio  River.  Hills  of  Kentucky  Beyond  That. 


( The  Grant  Birthplace  is  located  in  Point  Pleasant,  Ohio,  on  State  Route  52.  The  home  is  maintained 
by  the  Ohio  Historical  Society  and  is  open  from  April  to  October,  9:30  a.m.  to  noon  and  1-5  p.m.  on 
Wednesdays  through  Saturdays  and  noon  to  5  p.m.  on  Sundays.) 


*  *  * 


Thanks.  Steve,  for  another  fascinating  article  dealing  with  the  history  of  commemorative  coins. 
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RECOMMENDED  READING 


by  Helen  L.  Carmody  (R-0007,  CA) 


Since  space  is  limited  in  this  particular  journal,  I  will  omit 
listing  the  various  articles  that  have  appeared  since  our  last  issue  of 
The  Commemorative  Trail ,  However,  I  wish  to  bring  to  your  attention 
how  important  it  is  that  you  subscribe  to  the  following  numismatic 
periodicals  and  will  list  the  major  features  contained  in  each  in  the 
next  journal: 

COINage  magazine,  published  by  Miller  Magazines,  Inc., 

4880  Market  Street,  Ventura,  CA  93003-7783;  $23  for  12  monthly 

issues. 

Coins  magazine,  published  by  Krause  Publications,  Inc.,  700 
East  State  Street,  Iola,  WI  54990;  $24.98  for  12  monthly  issues. 

The  Coin  Dealer  Newsletter  Monthly  Supplement,  published  by  CDN,  Inc.,  P.  O.  Box  1 1099, 
Torrance,  CA  90510;  the  weekly  Greysheet—  including  the  Monthly  Supplement  and  Quarterly— is 
$54.00  for  six  months  and  $98.00  for  one  year;  the  single-copy  price  of  the  Monthly  Supplement  is 
$4.00. 

Coin  World  [P.  O.  Box  150,  Sidney,  OH  45365-0150]  is  published  weekly;  $28  for  52  weekly 

issues. 

Numismatic  News  (published  by  Krause  Publications,  700  East  State  Street,  Iola,  WI  54990)  is 
$29.98  for  52  issues. 

The  Numismatist,  official  (monthly)  publication  of  the  American  Numismatic  Association,  818 
North  Cascade  Avenue,  Colorado  Springs,  CO  80903-3279.  Membership  includes  subscription:  $35  for 
adults  and  $31  for  senior  citizens,  age  65  or  older  (includes  $6  application  fee,  first  year  only). 

All  of  these  publications  feature  countless  supplements  to  the  knowledge  contained  in 
commemorative  references  already  residing  in  your  libraries.  I  hope  all  Society  members  subscribe  to 
these  publications.  Support  these  magazines  and  newspapers;  write  articles  and/or  letters  to  the  editor 
to  share  your  knowledge  and  to  express  your  views;  encourage  others  to  do  the  same!  The  printed  word 
will  remain  for  decades  to  come  to  spark  the  interest  necessary  to  attract  new  collectors  to  perpetuate  our 
hobby.  The  future  of  numismatics  depends  upon  all  of  us. 

*  *  * 

PLEASE  NOTE! 

As  I  have  received  no  replies  from  “The  Society  Needs  Your  Services”  in  the  Spring  Issue  of  The 
Commemorative  Trail ,  your  1994-1996  officers  will  very  shortly  realign  duties  to  assure  the  continuance 
of  our  club’s  activities.  At  the  present  time,  the  vacancies  are  for  the  offices  of  President  and  Vice 
President.  When  you  receive  the  next  journal,  you  will  see  how  we  have  resolved  these  problems.  Since 
the  early  years  after  the  formation  of  the  Society,  elections  were  found  to  be  no  longer  necessary,  as  only 
one  person  was  running  for  each  office.  This  is  definitely  not  an  ideal  situation  in  which  we  have  found 
ourselves,  but  we  will  follow  through  to  the  best  of  our  ability.  However,  if  anyone  has  an  interest  in 
these  positions,  please  advise  me  immediately! 
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AWARDS!  AWARDS!  AWARDS! 


At  the  August  Blue  Ridge  Numismatic  Convention, 
Frank  W.  Du  Vail  (LM-001,  AL)  was  named  a  Krause 
Publications’  Numismatic  Ambassador.  This  honor  is 
bestowed  on  numismatists  who  have  “gone  above  and 
beyond”  in  promoting  our  hobby.  Frank  has  certainly  done 
that  for  decades,  and  the  award  was  long  overdue. 
Congratulations  to  our  “Founding  Father”! 


The  Denver  ANA  105th  Anniversary  Convention  was 
the  setting  for  David  L.  Ganz’s  (R-1688,  NY)  receipt  of 
third-place  honors  in  the  Heath  Literary  Awards  for  his 
published  in  the  February  1995  issue  of  The  Numismatist. 

The  Denver  ANA  Convention  awards  ceremony  recognized  Society  members  Lee  H.  Gong  (R- 
1777,  CA),  Phil  Iversen  (R-1243,  CA),  Charles  L.  “Chuck”  White  (R-2160,  CA),  and  Donald  G. 
Young  (R-0671,  KY)  for  their  outstanding  exhibits.  Lee’s  “Weak  Strikes  and  Die  Trials”  took  third 
place  in  the  Numismatic  Errors  and  Error  Varieties  category.  Phil  was  honored  several  times:  second 
place  for  “Huntington  Hotel  Depression  Scrip”  in  the  Obsolete  Paper  Money  Issued  in  the  United  States 
category,  first  place  for  “Exonumia  of  the  Golden  Gate  Bridge”  in  the  General  or  Specialized  category, 
and  first  place  for  “Numismatic  Vignettes  of  Our  Western  Heritage”  in  the  Western  Americana  category. 
Chuck  took  first  place  for  “Odd  and  Curious  Money  of  Siam”  in  the  Primitive,  Odd  and  Curious  Money 
category.  [Chuck’s  and  Gordon  R.  Donnell’s  (R-2220,  CA)  exhibits  were  recognized  at  the  recent 
Sacramento  Valley  Coin  Club  show;  Chuck  took  best  of  show,  and  Gordon  was  honored  with  a  first-place 
award.  Both  received  similar  honors  at  both  the  Fairfield  Coin  Club  and  Cupertino  Coin  Club  shows.] 
Don  Young  was  awarded  third  place  for  “Selected  ANA  Convention  Badges  and  Medals  of  Colorado” 
in  the  Local  Interest  Numismatics  category.  All  of  these  gentlemen  are  regular  exhibitors  at  not  only 
conventions  but  club  meetings.  They  are  worthy  of  our  praise  in  willingly  sharing  with  us  all  their 
collections  on  a  number  of  numismatic  subjects. 

Also  in  Denver,  Roy  T.  Iwata  (R-0566,  CA)  was  recognized  as  the  Outstanding  Club 
Representative  for  his  support  of  the  ANA  and  the  hobby  through  service  in  the  Representative  Program. 
Roy  has  been  an  involved  hobbyist  for  almost  twenty  years,  always  willing  to  help  where  needed— often 
working  in  the  background.  Promoting  the  ANA  and  club  membership  at  every  opportunity,  he  has 
served  as  the  official  ANA  club  representative  for  the  Tustin  Coin  Club  and  helped  man  the  ANA  table 
at  the  Long  Beach  Coin  &  Collectibles  Expo.  An  avid  exhibitor,  Roy  is  an  active  member  of  the  Long 
Beach  Coin  Club  and  offers  his  assistance  with  programs  sponsored  by  the  Leisure  World  Coin  Club. 
Besides  all  of  this,  he  is  a  fantastic  photographer,  as  evidenced  by  the  front  cover  of  this  journal!  Roy 
was  unable  to  be  present  at  the  convention,  so  his  1996  Outstanding  ANA  Club  Representative  plaque 
was  presented  to  him  at  the  September  Long  Beach  Expo  by  your  editor  and  ANA  Governor,  Helen  L. 
Carmody  (R-0007,  CA).  Unfortunately,  a  photo  was  taken  for  inclusion  in  TCT ,  but  it  did  not  develop. 
Another  picture  was  taken  after  the  Society  meeting  but  was  not  developed  when  this  issue  went  to  the 
printer.  Hopefully,  I  will  be  able  to  publish  it  in  the  next  journal. 

Colorado  was  also  the  site  of  an  award  to  Bradley  S.  Karoleff  (R-0364,  KY)  for  his  co¬ 
editorship  of  the  John  Reich  Collectors  Society’s  John  Reich  Journal,  which  took  third  place  in  the 
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category  of  Specialized  Publications. 

During  the  Professional  Numismatists  Guild-sponsored  Abe  Kosoff  Young  Numismatists  Breakfast 
at  the  ANA’s  105th  Anniversary  Convention  in  Denver,  Gail  Kraljevich  (R-2143,  PA)  was  named  the 
1995  Outstanding  Adult  Advisor.  Over  the  past  few  years,  Gail  has  become  involved  in  and  supported 
the  ANA’s  YN  programs  with  spirit  and  action.  For  five  years  she  has  served  as  a  chaperone  at  the  ANA 
Summer  Conference,  where  she  also  pitched  in  to  help  with  the  YN  benefit  auction.  She  has  assisted 
with  the  annual  convention  auction  for  YNs  as  well.  Gail  has  prompted  individuals  and  clubs  to  fund 
Summer  Conference  scholarships  for  young  collectors,  as  well  as  underwriting  some  of  these  costs 
herself.  Through  her  efforts,  a  number  of  youngsters  also  have  been  able  to  attend  and  participate  in 
convention  activities. 

At  the  Denver  Awards  Ceremony,  Charles  J.  Ricard  (R-0080,  IL)  received  the  ANA  Lifetime 
Achievement  Award.  This  honor  is  bestowed  on  individuals,  families,  firms,  or  judicial  entities  for 
service  to  the  hobby.  Charlie  joined  the  ANA  in  1952,  serving  on  a  number  of  committees,  and  chaired 
the  1891  Club  for  the  Association’s  100th  anniversary.  He  has  received  a  number  of  awards,  including 
the  ANA  Medal  of  Merit  and  Glenn  Smedley  Memorial  Award.  He  has  served  as  an  officer  of  a  number 
of  clubs,  including  president  of  the  Chicago  Coin  Club  and  the  Token  and  Medal  Society— not  to  mention 
being  a  charter  member  of  SUSCC! 

The  Numismatic  Literary  Guild  (NLG)  “Bash”  is  always  an  event  filled  with  humor,  honors,  and 
hard  work  by  its  organizers. 

Q.  David  Bowers  (R-0548,  NH)  won  the  Book  of  the  Year  Award  for  Louis  E.  Eliasberg,  Sr- 
King  of  Coins;  and  Bowers  and  Merena  (Raymond  N.  Merena  (R-2249,  NH)  was  recognized  for  the 
Best  Auction  Catalog,  The  Eliasberg  Collection,  Part  I ,  and  the  Rare  Coin  Review’  (Best  Dealer-Published 
Magazine  or  Newspaper). 

Best  Issue  (Non-profit  or  Club  Numismatic  Magazines,  National  Club  Publications)  was  The 
Commemorative  Trail ,  Fall-Winter  1995  issue,  Helen  L.  Carmody  (R-0007,  CA),  editor.  [Our  Society’s 
double  issues  have  taken  this  award  two  years  in  a  row,  so  I  have  now  definitely  decided  the  next  TCT 
will  be  a  combined  Fall-Winter  issue!] 

The  Best  Column  in  Numismatic  Newspapers  category  was  “Editorial  Opinion”  in  Coin  World 

by  Beth  Deisher  (R-2027,  OH). 

In  the  Audio-Visual  category,  Mike  Fuljenz  (R-0002,  TX)  was  recognized  for  the  Best  Audio 
Program  on  Numismatics. 

Steve  Ivy  (R-1126,  TX)  and  James  L.  Halperin  (R-1125,  TX)  were  honored  for  the  Heritage 
Numismatic  Auctions’  “America’s  Convention  Auctioneer”  (Best  Video  Presentation). 

Gloria  Peters  (R-1169,  CA)  and  former  Society  Secretary  Cindy  Mohon  won  an  Extraordinary 
Merit  Award  for  their  new  book,  Shield  and  Libert y  Head  Nickels. 

Maurice  Rosen  (R-0450,  NY)  received  the  Lee  Martin  Founder’s  Award  (Best  Investment 
Newsletter)  for  The  Rosen  Numismatic  Advisory’. 
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For  his  excellent  publication.  The  Cherrypicker’s  Newsletter ,  J.  T.  Stanton  (R-0935,  GA) 
received  an  Extraordinary  Merit  Award. 

The  best  article  (Regional  Club  Publications)  was  “The  Norse- American  Issue”  in  FUN-Topics 
by  Anthony  Swiatek  (R-0004,  NY);  he  also  was  honored  for  the  Best  Television  Report  on  Numismatics 
(KIRO-TV,  Seattle).  Anthony  received  the  NLG’s  First  Annual  “Ribbit”  Award,  a  rare  Chinese  alabaster 
sculpture  of  two  lifelike  frogs,  one  holding  a  cash  coin-like  Chinese  amulet.  The  award  is  for  “good 
fellowship,  basic  humanity,  and  approachabil ity  of  and  to  those  whose  swim  through  swamps  of 
numismatic  organizations  to  high  leadership  has  not  deprived  them  of  their  camaraderie,  approachabil  ity, 
and  underlying  humanity.”  Congratulations,  Anthony! 

The  second  edition  of  One-Minute  Coin  Expert  by  Scott  A.  Travers  (R-2212,  NY),  who  does 
a  superb  job  coordinating  the  judging  of  NLG  entries  and  preparation  and  delivery  of  the  awards,  was 
named  the  best  book  on  Numismatic  Investments. 

Robert  R.  Van  Ryzin’s  (R-1973,  WI)  article,  “The  Ill-Fated  ‘Hoodoo’  Bill,”  in  Coins  magazine 
was  the  best  article  or  series  of  articles  in  the  Paper  Money  Category  for  U.S.  Commercial  Numismatic 
Magazines;  also  in  the  Paper  Money  category  for  best  article  or  series  of  articles  in  Numismatic 
Newspapers,  his  “Boggs’  Exhibit  Opening”  in  the  Bank  Note  Reporter  took  top  honors. 


*  *  * 


LET’S  HEAR  IT  AGAIN  FOR  DAVE! 

A  special  thanks  to  Q.  David  Bowers  (R-0548,  NH)  for  again 
mentioning  the  Society  for  U.  S.  Commemorative  Coins  in  his  Coin 
World  column,  “The  Joys  of  Collecting.”  Dave  wrote: 

“One  of  the  most  dynamic  clubs  with  one  of  the  best 
newsletters  is  the  Society  for  United  States 
Commemorative  Coins.  More  emphasis  is  on  the 
‘classic’  commemoratives— silver  and  gold— of  the 
1892-1954  era,  but  there  are  some  comments  on  later 
issues  as  well.  If  you  would  like  a  sample  copy  of 
the  club’s  newsletter—  The  Commemorative  Trail— and 
get  membership  information,  send  $2  for  postage  to 
SUSCC,  Box  302,  Huntington  Beach,  Calif.  92648- 
0302.” 

If  we  had  more  prestigious  columnists  and  authors  to  publicize  our  club’s  activities  and 
publication,  our  Society’s  membership  would  expand  greatly.  I  have  already  received  several  inquiries 
as  a  result  of  this  column,  and  it  is  obvious  the  impact  Dave’s  recommendations  have  on  everyone  who 
reads  anything  he  writes.  He  is  a  most  valuable  recruiter  and  has  never  refused  to  submit  articles  for  our 
journal  when  asked.  Thanks  very  much,  Dave,  on  behalf  of  myself  and  all  the  members  of  SUSCC. 
You  have  our  deepest  gratitude. 
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Two  of  our  members  responded  to  articles  previously  published  in  our  journal  as  follows 


A  RETURN  TO  THE  OREGON  TRAIL 


by  Frank  Jozapaitis  (R-01 17,  NJ) 


I’d  like  to  share  a  recent  discovery  with  my  fellow  Society  members. 

While  I  was  attending  a  local  coin  show,  a  dealer  offered  me  an  envelope  with  the  return  address 
being  that  of  the  Oregon  Trail  Memorial  Association,  Inc. 

Needless  to  say,  I  purchased  this  material  and  considered  myself  fortunate  to  do  so. 

The  contents  of  the  envelope  were  as  follows,  pictured  on  the  following  pages: 

1)  The  envelope  (dated  May  10,  1928),  which  was  addressed  to  Whorten  A.  Kline, 

Dean,  Ursinus  College,  Collegeville,  Pa. 


2)  A  pamphlet  with  a  photo  of  President  Calvin  Coolidge  and  Ezra  Meeker  on  the 
White  House  lawn. 
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The  Oregon  Trail 
Memorial  Association,  Inc. 

95  MADISON  AVENUE,  N.  Y.  C. 


The  President,  With  a  Smile, 
Greets  Ezra  Meeker  the  Grand  Old  Man 
of  the  Northwest 


Articles  of  Incorporation 

KNOW  ALL  MEN  BY  THESE  PRESENTS: 

Realizing  that  the  Oregon  Trail  was  a  highway 
over  which  passed  a  great  throng  of  home  builders 
to  the  Pacific  Northwest  during  the  years  prior  to 
the  relinquishment  by  Great  Britain  of  claims  to 
a  part  of  the  Oregon  Country;  and  was  a  determin¬ 
ing  factor  in  the  settlement  of  the  disputed  region 
in  favor  of  the  United  States — Therefore,  an  Asso¬ 
ciation  is  being  formed: 

To  acknowledge  the  heroism  of  the  fathers  and 
mothers  who  traversed  the  Trail  with  great  hard¬ 
ships,  daring  and  loss  of  life,  which  not  only  re¬ 
sulted  in  adding  new  States  to  the  American  Union, 
but  earned  a  well-deserved  and  imperishable  fame 
for  the  pioneers: 

To  honor  the  twenty  thousand  dead  that  lie  buried 
in  unknown  graves  along  two  thousand  miles  of  that 
great  highway  of  history: 

To  rescue  the  various  important  historic  points 
along  the  old  Trail  from  oblivion:  and  to  com¬ 
memorate  by  suitable  monuments,  memorial  ;  or 
otherwise,  the  tragic  events  associated  with  that 
emigration- — erecting  them  either  along  the  Trail 
itself,  or  elsewhere  in  localities  appropriate  for  the 
purpose,.  including  the  City  of  Washington 


Name — Articles — Directors 

First:  The  name  of  the  proposed  Corporation  is 
THE  OREGON  TRAIL  MEMORIAL  ASSO¬ 
CIATION,  INC. 

Second:  The  purposes  for  which  it  is  to  be  formed 
are  as  follows: 

1.  To  search  out,  identify,  suitably  and  perma¬ 
nently  mark  the  line  of  the  old  Oregon  Trail,  in  so 
far  as  possible  at  this  time,  with  or  without  visible 
marks  of  the  old  tracks. 

2.  To  erect  suitable  monuments  or  memorials  on 
or  nearby  the  sites  of  historical  forts,  trading  posts 
or  other  important  landmarks  along  the  Trail,  such 
as  Fort  Kearney,  Fort  Laramie,  Fort  Hall,  Fort 
Bridger  and  any  others  of  distinct  historical  interest. 
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3.  To  restore  the  Whitman  Mission  in  the  County 
of  Walla  Walla,  State  of  Washington,  as  the  same 
existed  at  the  date  of  the  Massacre,  November  27, 
1847;  to  establish,  or  promote  the  establishment  of, 
a  park  or  other  memorial  to  appropriately  com¬ 
memorate  the  sacrifice  of  Marcus  and  Narcissa 
Whitman,  and  the  other  victims  of  that  historic 
tragedy;  also  to  identify  other  localities  where 
massacres  are  known  to  have  taken  place,  and  to 
suitably  mark  them. 

4.  To  promote,  encourage  or  portray  in  moving 
pictures,  vividly  recording  the  historic  scenes  on  the 
great  emigration  over  the  Oregon  Trail,  with  a  re¬ 
production  of  the  characteristic  scenery  along  the 
route,  for  use  in  the  schools  of  the  Nation,  teaching 
exact  and  truthful  history  by  such  methods;  to  sell, 
lease  or  exhibit  such  productions,  with  or  without 
charge,  as  the  Board  of  Directors  may  decide. 

5.  To-,  collect  and  preserve  written  accounts,  ob¬ 
jects  of  interest  and  other  things  pertaining  to  the 
history  of  the  winning  of  the  Pacific  Northwest; 
to  deposit  same  with  the  historical  societies,  prefer¬ 
ably  in  the  States  where  found,  or  to  designate  a 
museum  or  museums  to  preserve  such  records, 
relics  or  objects  of  interest  as  may  be  donated  or 
otherwise  acquired. 

6.  To  purchase  or  lease  and  hold  real  estate  in 
furtherance  of  the  objects  of  this  Incorporation;  or 
to  sell,  lease  or  otherwise  dispose  of  the  same  as 
the  Board  of  Directors  may  decide. 

7.  The  Directors  of  this  Corporation'  may,  at  their 
discretion  and  by  a  two-thirds  vote,  offer  financial 
aid  to  or  promote  other  organizations  for  the  pur¬ 
pose  of  carrying  out  the  objects  of  the  Corporation 
as  expressed  in  these  articles. 

Third:  No  assessment  of  members  shall  be  made; 
nor  shall  membership  involve  any  financial  obliga¬ 
tions  beyond  the  stated  fees  or  dues  to  the  Cor¬ 
poration. 

Fourth:  The  membership  of  this  Corporation  shall 
consist  of  two  classes — Annual  and  Life.  Any  citi¬ 
zen  of  the  United  States,  of  adult  age,  shall  be 
eligible  for  membership  by  the  payment,  annually, 
of  two  dollars  ($2);  or  for  a  Life  Membership  by 
one  payment  of  fifty  ($50)  dollars. 


Fifth:  Only  life  members  shall  be  eligible  to  the 
Board  of  Directors,  or  entitled  to  vote  at  any  elec¬ 
tion  to  the  Board;  but  the  annual  members  may 
participate  in  all  other  business  of  the  Corporation, 
and  any  member  of  the  Board  of  Directors  may  be 
removed  by  a  two-thirds  vote  either  of  the  full 
Board  or  by  a  majority  of  the  votes  of  the  annual 
members,  as  provided  in  the  By-Laws. 

Sixth:  The  territories  in  which  its  operations  are 
to  be  conducted  are  the  State  of  New  York,  the 
District  of  Columbia  and  all  other  States  and  terri¬ 
tories  of  the  United  States. 

Seventh:  The  principal  office  of  the  Corporation 
shall  be  located  in  the  City  of  New  York,  County 
and  State  of  New  York. 

Eighth:  The  term  for  which  the  Corporation  is 
to  exist,  from  and  after  the  date  of  its  incorpora¬ 
tion  is  perpetual. 

Ninth:  The  time  for  holding  its  annual  meeting 
shall  be  during  the  month  of  December  of  each 
yeaY.  '"The  date  for  such  meeting  shall  be  fixed  by 
the  directors,  not  less  than  three  weeks’  notice 
being  given  to  all  members. 

Tenth:  This  Corporation  is  not  organized  for 
profit,  and  shall  have  no  capital  stock. 


Eleventh:  The  number  of  its  Directors  is  to  be 
nine  (9),  to  be  elected  by  the  votes  of  life  mem¬ 
bers,  annually  on  the  second  Monday  of  December, 
or  on  such  other  date  as  may  be  prescribed  by  the 
By-Laws.  By  a  two-thirds  vote  of  the  Board  of 
Directors,  the  number  of  Directors  may  be  in¬ 
creased,  in  units  of  three  (3),  to  a  total  limit  of 
twenty-one  (21). 


EZRA  MEEKER 
President 

ALLEN  EATON 
Secretary 


HOWARD  R.  DRIGGS 
Vice  President 
GUTHRIE  Y.  BARBER 
Treasurer 


Fiscal  Agent 

The  Equitable  Trust  Company  of  New  York 
11  Broad  Street,  New  York  City 
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The  migration  to  the  Oregon  Country  was  one 
of  the  world's  greatest  migrations. 

350,000  men,  women  and  children  followed  the 
Oregon  Trail — the  greatest  trail  in  history — about 
2,000  miles  long  across  desert  wastes  and  mountain 
fastnesses  to  their  destinations  in  the  mountain 
country  and  on  the  Pacific  Coast. 

Much  has  been  said  of  the  suffering  and  death 
along  the  route  but  the  tale  will  never  be  told. 

It  is  these  Pioneers  as  a  class  that  we  are  striving 
to  honor. 

Congress  unanimously  passed  a  bill  authorizing 
the  issuance  of  six  million  memorial  coins  exclu¬ 
sively  to  the  Oregon  Trail  Memorial  Association, 
Inc.  These  coins  have  a  face  value  of  50  cents 
each  and  are  sold  for  $1.00  each  to  help  provide  a 
fund  to  carry  on  this  work.  If  you  cannot  pur¬ 
chase  these  coins  at  your  local  bank  you  may  secure 
them  by  sending  your  remittance  to  the  office  of 
the  Association,  95  Madison  Avenue,  New  York 
City. 

You  can  help  this  great  altruistic  cause  by: 

Sending  us  the  names  of  any  living  pioneers 
known  to  you  who  traversed  the  Oregon  Trail 
from  1832  to  1860  or  their  descendants;  also  the 
names  of  others  who  would  be  interested  in  the 
movement. 

Sending  us  any  available  historical  data  for  per¬ 
manent  record. 

Purchasing  the  memorial  coins  and  bringing 
them  to  the  attention  of  your  friends. 

Becoming  a  member 

Life  -  $50.00 

Annual  -  $  2.00 

Sending  a  contribution — Any  sum  you  care  to 
contribute  will  be  welcome. 


Oregon  Trail  Memorial  Association,  Inc. 

95  Madison  Avenue, 

New  York,  N.  Y. 

To  honor  the  memory  of  the  pioneer  mothers  and  fathers  who  so 
valiantly  blazed  the  Oregon  Trail  winning  the  west  for  America,  I  enclose 
a  contribution  of  $ _ 
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3)  Last,  but  by  no  means  least,  a  letter  to  Dean  Kline  signed  by  Ezra  Meeker 
himself. 


F.ZRA  MEEKER 

PiedHent 

HOWARD  R  DRIGGS 
Vice  President 

CHARLES  DAVIS 

Honorary  Vice  President 

Hon.  CHAIJNCF.Y  M  DEPEW 
Honorary  Vice  President 

ALI  EN  EATON 

Secret  ary 

GUTHRIE  Y  BARRF.R 

Treasurer 


Executive  Coinmittee 

F.ZRA  MFFKF.R 
CUJTIIRIF  V  RARPFR 
AFI.FN  FA  ION 
PAI.MFR  ROGFRS 
K'H  C  TITUS 


OREGON  TRAIL  ,  MEMORIAL  ASSOCIATION.  Inc. 

95  MADISON  AVENUE,  NEW  YORK  CITY  May  7,  1928 

Mr.  tThorten  A.  Kline, 

Colie geville ,  Pa. 


Dear  Sir: 


I  enter  the  98th  year  of  my  life  as  the  last  survivor  of  the  adults  who  crossed  the 
plains  to  the  Oregon  Country  in  1852.  I  want  -to  give  the  remainder  of  my  time  to  help 
perpo  tuate  the  memory  of  the  mort,  women  and  children  who  might  rightfully  bo  placed  on 
the  honor  roll  of  our  nation.  I  have  thrice  travelled  over  the  Oregon  Trail  since  1852, 
twloo  with  the  ox- team  to  erect  monuments  and  onCe  by  aeroplane.  On  my  aeroplane  trip 
we  flew  over  many  parts  of  the  Trail  at  the  rate  of  more  than  one  hundred  miles  an  hour 
where  by  ox- team  we  seldom  made  two  miles. 

Between  1845  and  1070  -  before  railroad  transit  began  -  probably  300,000  followed 
the  Oregon  Trail  to  the  Rocky  Mountain  Region  and  the  Pacifio  Coast.  This  was  one  of  the 
world's  greatest  if  not  the  greatest  Pioneer  migration;  about  2,000  miles  long,  across 
desert  wastes  and  mountain  fastnesses.  The  tale  of  privation,  suffering  and  death  will 
never  be  fully  told.  These  homebuilders  took  possession  of  the  Oregon  Country,  estab¬ 
lished  their  provisional  government  and  compelled  the  Hudson  Bay  Company  to  cease  their 
rule  with  the  result  that  the  Treaty  of  1846  with  Great  Britian  finally  settled  the  long 
contention  as  to  the  ownership  of  the  Oregon  Country  and  made  this  vast  territory  a  part 
of  the  nation. 


I  have  labored  for  twenty  years  to  honor  the  memory  of  these  Pioneers  of  the  Oregon 
Trail.  A  Bill  was  passed  unanimously  by  the  69th  Congress  and  promptly  signed  b3r 
President  Coolidge  authorizing  the  issuance  of  six  million  mrmorial  coins  to  bo  issued 
exclusively  to  this  Association  at  a  face  value  of  50^  -  legal  tender  for  that  amount  - 
to  be  sold  for  fl.CO  each  to  provide  a  fund  to  carry  out  the  work  of  this  Association. 

I  send  you  three  of  these  coins  in  the  hope  that  you  will  wish  to  purchase  them  and  bring 
them  to  the  attention  of  your  teachers.  If  you  do  not  find  it  possible  to  dispose  of 
these  coins  pl°ase  return  them  to  us  as  speedily  as  you  can.  We  can  send  you  as  many 
additional  coins  as  you  may  wish. 


The  schools  throughout  the  country  should  be  especially  interested  in  memorializing 
the  deeds  of  the  valiant  band  of  Pioneers  many  of  whom  gave  their  lives  that  the  stars 
and  stripes  might  be  plantod  within  sight  of  the  Pacifio  Ocean  as  the  westorn  boundary 
of  the  United  States,  thus  completing  the  nation's  boundary  from  ocean  to  ocean  enclos¬ 
ing  a  wealth  of  resources  that  to  this  day  staggorn  the  imagination. 


Will  you  cooperate  with  us?  The  cause 
accomplishment  of  this  great  work. 
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(Editor’s  Note:  I'd  like  to  point  out  Thomas  H.  Watthews  (R-1313,  NY 9  secured  a  similar  hit 
of  history'  in  an  auction.  /His  acquisition  was  described  in  the  Fall /Winter  -  1995  TCT  and  featured  a 
letter  to  the  State  Bank  of  Townsend,  Townsend,  Montana.]  The  Society’  still  has  for  sale  a  limited 
number  of  a  full-color  photograph  depicting  a  marvelous  grouping  of  Oregon  Trail  coins  and  related 
materials— all  donated  by  members  from  their  collections.  It  also  features  a  letter  signed  by  Ezra 
Meeker— but  to  the  Browns  Valley  State  Bank,  Browns  Valley,  Minnesota.  Send  your  check  made  payable 
to  the  SUSCC  in  the  amount  of  only  $25.00  per  photograph,  first-class  postage  and  handling  included, 
and  your  name  and  address  to  our  communications  chairperson  at  the  address  indicated  below. ) 


Mr.  Les  Watson 
18627  Brookhurst  Street,  #396 
Fountain  Valley,  CA  92708-6700 


*  *  * 


COMMENTS  FROM  A  COLLECTOR 

by  John  R.  Noel  (R-0183,  NV) 


I  enjoy  The  Commemorative  Trail  very  much.  Particularly  interesting  was  the  article  in  the 
Spring  -  1996  Issue  on  the  Counterstamped  Stone  Mountain  Children’s  Founders  Roll  Medal  by  Bill 
Fivaz  (R-025,  GA). 

The  medal  you  (i.e.,  your  editor)  obtained  for  me  in  February  1993  is  octagonal.  However,  in 
examining  mine  against  the  round,  I  realize  the  scene  on  the  obverse  of  my  octagonal  is  different. 

On  mine  all  three  horsemen  are  wearing  hats,  and  the  front  legs  of  the  horses  are  straight— not 

bent. 


Additionally,  no  writing  appears  on  the  front  (obverse).  The  writing  is  on  the  reverse  of  mine 
with  no  scene  on  the  reverse.  Perhaps  other  members  have  this  particular  medal  and  know  about  this, 
but  it  was  surprising  to  me  to  note  the  major  differences  between  the  two. 

The  article  about  Amy  Skipton  was  very  enjoyable.  She  was  indeed  a  remarkable  woman. 


*  *  * 


(Editor’s  Note:  John,  perhaps  you  could  send  me  photos  of  your  medal  and  documentation.  /  'm 
sure  members  would  like  to  see  your  medal  to  compare  yours  against  Bill’s.  It  is  always  interesting  to 
note  the  varieties  of  medals  and  coins  used  by  those  who  merchandised  commemorative  coins  and  medals. 
There  was— and  still  is— an  attempt  to  add  yet  another  version  of  essentially  the  same  piece  to  appeal  to 
the  collector.  ..and  his  or  her  checkbook.  Does  this  sound  familiar  in  relation  to  today ’s  commemorative 
coins?  It  should !) 
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NEW  MEMBERS 


A  big  Welcome!  to  the  following  individuals  who  joined  our 
club  since  the  publication  of  the  Spring  1996  Issue  of  The  Trail.  Thanks 
to  all  Society  members  who  are  indicated  as  their  proposers. 

Now  is  a  critical  time  for  our  club,  and  all  of  us  should  make  a 
special  effort  to  recruit  new  members.  Please  take  a  few  minutes  to  ask 
friends  or  colleagues  whether  they  too  would  enjoy  being  part  of  the 
Society. 


Anderson,  Robert  L.  ... 

Bunce,  James  A . 

Casagrande,  Stephen  C. 

Goodwin,  Maria  R . 

Krystyniak,  Joseph . 

Pinkall,  Jr.,  Albert  F.  .. 
Slivinski,  Andrew  . 


....  Proposed  by  Jerry  Yahalom 
..  Proposed  by  Tom  McCarroll 
Proposed  by  Helen  L.  Carmody 
Proposed  by  Helen  L.  Carmody 

.  Proposed  by  John  DeSalvo 

Proposed  by  Helen  L.  Carmody 
Proposed  by  Helen  L.  Carmody 


*  *  * 


Donations 


By  their  extremely  generous  and  thoughtful  donations,  the  following  individuals  have  contributed 
toward  enabling  our  Society  to  provide  members  with  the  “best  buy  in  numismatics”: 


$0.00  to  $24,99 

Barosko,  Thomas  M. 

Iversen,  Phil 
Kinslow,  Robert  A. 
Pasek,  Robert  J. 


$25.00  to  $49.99 

Fahy,  Stephen  R. 
Horning,  Charles  D. 

Spencer,  Jay  I. 
Zaumeyer,  Jr.,  John 
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Application  for  Membership 

Society  For  U  S. 

Please  Print  or  Tvdo 

Last  name 

Commemorative  Coins 

First  name  M  l. 

P.O.  Box  302 

Street 

Huntington  Beach,  CA  92648 

City 

/  hereby  mak  e  application  for  membership  in 

State  Zip  Code 

Daytime  Telephone  (  )  — 

the  Society  For  U.  S.  Commemorative  Coins, 

subject  to  the  bylaws  of  said  Society.  My 

yearly  dues  (August  to  August  of  each  year 

Signature  of  Applicant 

at  $20. 00  per  Adult  and  $3. 00  per  Junior) 

Date 

are  included  with  this  application  in  the 

Signature  of  Proposer  Member  Number 

form  of  cash  check. 

Check  one:  |  ]  Adult  |  |  Junior 

Birth  Date  -  Junior  members  only 

Signature  of  Parent  or  Legal  Guardian 

Application  for  Membership 

Please  Print  or  Type 

Society  For  U.S. 

Last  name 

Commemorative  Coins 

First  name  M  l. 

P.O.  Box  302 

Street 

Huntington  Beach,  CA  92648 

City 

/  hereby  make  application  for  membership  in 

State  Zip  Code 

Daytime  Telephone  (  )  - 

the  Society  For  U.S.  Commemorative  Coins, 

subject  to  the  bylaws  of  said  Society.  My 

yearly  dues  (August  to  August  of  each  year 

Signature  of  Applicant 

at  $20. 00  per  Adult  and  $3. 00  per  Junior) 

Date 

are  included  with  this  application  in  the 

Signature  of  Proposer  Member  Number 

form  of  cash  check. 

Check  one:  Q  Adult  Q  Junior 

Birth  Date  -  Junior  members  only 

Signature  of  Parent  or  Legal  Guardian 

Application  for  Membership 

Please  Print  or  Type 

Society  For  U.S. 

Last  name 

Commemorative  Coins 

First  name  M.l. 

P.O.  Box  302 

Street 

Huntington  Beach,  CA  92648 

City 

State  Zip  Code 

1  hereby  make  application  for  membership  in 

the  Society  For  U  S.  Commemorative  Coins, 

Daytime  Telephone  (  )  - 

subject  to  the  bylaws  of  said  Society.  My 

yearly  dues  (August  to  August  of  each  year 

Signature  of  Applicant 

at  $20. 00  per  Adult  and  $3. 00  per  Junior) 

Date 

a  re  included  with  this  application  in  the 

Signature  of  Proposer  Membor  Number 

form  of  cash  check. _ 

Check  one:  Q]  Adult  Q  Junior 

Brrth  Date  -  Junior  members  only 

Signature  of  Parent  or  Legal  Guardian 

